Prophet Muhammad`s (PBUH) Farewell Sermon
After praising, and thanking Allah Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
"O People, lend me an attentive ear, for I know not whether after this year, I shall ever be
amongst you again. Therefore listen to what I am saying to you very carefully and TAKE
THESE WORDS TO THOSE WHO COULD NOT BE PRESENT HERE TODAY.
O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, so regard the life and
property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to you to their
rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you. Remember that you will indeed
meet your Lord, and that He will indeed reckon your deeds. ALLAH has forbidden you to
take usury (interest), therefore all interest obligation shall henceforth be waived. Your
capital, however, is yours to keep. You will neither inflict nor suffer any inequity. Allah has
Judged that there shall be no interest and that all the interest due to Abbas ibn 'Abd'al
Muttalib (Prophet's uncle) shall henceforth be waived...
Beware of Satan, for the safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever be
able to lead you astray in big things, so beware of following him in small things.
O People, it is true that you have certain rights with regard to your women, but they also
have rights over you. Remember that you have taken them as your wives only under Allah's
trust and with His permission. If they abide by your right then to them belongs the right to
be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well and be kind to them for they are
your partners and committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not make friends with
any one of whom you do not approve, as well as never to be unchaste.
O People, listen to me in earnest, worship Allah, say your five daily prayers (Salah), fast
during the month of Ramadan, and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform Hajj if you can afford
to.
All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a nonArab has any superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority over black nor a
black has any superiority over white except by piety and good action. Learn that every
Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one brotherhood.
Nothing shall be legitimate to a Muslim which belongs to a fellow Muslim unless it was given
freely and willingly. Do not, therefore, do injustice to yourselves.
Remember, one day you will appear before Allah and answer your deeds. So beware, do not
stray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.
O People, no prophet or apostle will come after me and no new faith will be born. Reason
well, therefore, O People, and understand words which I convey to you. I leave behind me
two things, the QURAN and my example, the SUNNAH and if you follow these you will never
go astray.
All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others
again; and may the last ones understand my words better than those who listen to
me directly. Be my witness, O Allah, that I have conveyed your message to your people".
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Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem

A

ll praise is due to Allah (S.W.T.) for giving us the strength and guidance in coming up with
the third issue of An Najm, “The Rising Star.” Our Jamat is truly a rising star. It is with
great pride that we have come this far together with the help of our Managing Committee
members and the members of all Sub-Committees in building this Jamat. The Jamat is very
important for keeping us united, as we are living in crucial times, whereby some communities
have forgotten their culture, heritage and the Islamic guidelines.
The Jamat has come a long way since its initiation and has organized quite a few activities and
Alhamdulillah, has been prospering very well. Alhamdulillah the Jamat has also been recognized
with other Islamic organizations and last year took part in a Walk-for-the-Homeless event, which
was organized by the Ansar Foundation of Canada. We have an Education Committee which
handles all the educational activities and helps out students who would like to come and study in
Canada. The Volunteers Committee makes sure that all our members are looked after properly at
Jamat’s functions. Ladies are also members of our Jamat whose opinions count and to look after
ladies affairs we have the Ladies Committee. Nasserpuria Memon Jamat has produced some of
the best sportsmen in the past and having an active Sports Committee will Inshallah produce
even higher number of best sportsmen and sportswomen in our Jamat. Looking at our vision of
establishing a prayer hall and a community centre for our members, a Project Committee has
been appointed to work towards fulfilling this vision. Keeping the Jamat going and realizing our
dreams of our own centre is not an easy task and it really needs a lot of work, dedication and
sacrifice. We have a great team of Sub-Committees and other dedicated members who put in a
lot of effort to help move forward towards realizing this dream.
Canada is a land of opportunity and Alhamdulillah we have got some new Nasserpurian families
who have immigrated here and Inshallah more will be immigrating in future. I would like to
welcome them and let them know that the Jamat’s doors are always open for everyone.
Lastly, I would like to congratulate the Editorial Board for their tremendous job in coming up
with this third edition of An Najm. I also take this opportunity to thank every one who has
contributed in whatever capacity in serving the Jamat. A big “Asante Sana” and Jazakallahu
Khairan. May Allah (S.W.T.) grant all of them the best in this world and the hereafter.
Aameen.♦

Mohamed Zahir Salyani
President
Nasserpuria Memon Jamat – Canada
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Editorial
Bismillaahee rahmaani raheem

A

ll praise and thanks is to Allah (s.w.t) for making it possible for the publication of yet
another An Najm, “The Rising Star”. The Jamat in Canada, Alhamdullilah has not abated in
its quest to continue serving its members despite various obstacles. May I also take this
opportunity to pay a special tribute to our elder Abdulkader Yakub for his outstanding
stewardship and setting high standards in publication of this magazine in the past. The elders of
our Jamat have been steadfast in their quest and pivotal in their actions in the establishment of
our Jamat in Canada. One such elder, Haji Abdulrahim Goralwalla will be migrating to the UK
and it goes without saying that his presence will be dearly missed as we wish him the best of
both the worlds. Ameen. Our youth have shown the courage to excel as well with Azba
Hathiyani recently nominated as on of the Tomorrow25 performers, an international recognition
that prompted the Premier of Ontario to send congratulations. It is indeed an accomplishment all
should be proud of.
With Globalization, it comes as no surprise that Nasserpuria Memons are spread all over the
world. Under this reality, it is paramount for us to acknowledge the different experiences and
meaning to what “Jamat” means to each of the individuals and groups spread far and wide. Each
of these groups, realizes only a limited range of our human capacity and grasps only a part of the
totality of the Jamat and therefore needs each other to understand itself better, expand its
intellectual and moral horizon, stretch the imagination and guard it against the obvious
temptation to absolutize itself of the belief in what I say, is the only right.
For those far from their roots, important are the intrinsically difficult and controversial issues of
social identity and values on which Jamat cohesion depends. The needs and challenges are not
static as they keep on changing rapidly and so our leaders need to recognize that dialogue needs
to take place consistently at various levels and must include our youth, women and elders. The
lack of a strong “Jamat” identity or common values to unite us, the fragmentation and
polarization of our members, disengagement of the young and women from the local decision
making process, and an increasingly territorial mentality could lead us to disintegration.
The challenges we face, especially as Muslims are enormous. To overcome these challenges we
need to be cohesive and have a shared sense of belonging based on common goals and core
social values, respect for differences, and acceptance of the reciprocal rights and obligations of
community members working together for the common good. If we fail to do that now, the
consequences could be severe, especially for our children. Our Jamat within its limited ability
has this concern at heart and has developed a vision. To realize this will require the effort,
sacrifices and participation of all members not just a few. We need to rally behind our leaders
and give them all the necessary support, not to pull them down. If we don’t, the loss will not be
to one but everyone.♦

Abdulhamid Hathiyani
Editor in Chief
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Compiled By: Sister Mariam Salyani
The Jamat has organized various programs since the last issue of An-Najm in June 2004.
Alhamdulillah, all these programs have been a great success with a majority attendance. The
following are highlights of the activities held since our last publication:
LECTURE
June 12, 2004

3-Day Festival

July 2nd, 3rd & 4th, 2004

A program was organized at the Pleasant View
Community Centre where a prominent lawyer Br.
Anser Farooq (Barrister and Solicitor) gave a
lecture on our rights as Muslims under the
Canadian law.

“Our Youth, Our Future”
The focus of the three day event was our youth.
Majority of the members of our Jamat in Canada
turned up for this grand event and were joined by
visitors from the United States and Kenya.

Day 1: July 2nd, 2004
The three day program started on Friday evening
with a Quran recitation followed by khatam of
“Yaseen Shareef” and prayers for the deceased.
The President of NMJ-Canada, Br. Abdulhamid
Hathiyani welcomed all the guests and visitors and
highlighted the vision of having a community
centre of our own. He also talked about how this
dream could be realized and urged members to
share their ideas of making this possible.
Br. Anser Farooq (Barrister & Solicitor)

This was an interesting session where the young
and the old, listened attentively and posed
interesting questions for the learned lawyer. Br
Anser responded to questions from our youth who
were also interested to know more about law as a
career and profession.

A welcome “Naat” signifying the importance of
the Jamat was presented by Br. Mohamed Zahir
Salyani in Cutchi. Religious talks were given by
our youth Br. Shah-e-Noor Yakub followed by Sr.
Azba Hathiyani. Commemorative copies of the
Constitution were presented to the members of the
Constitution Committee, Br. Abdulkader Yakub,
Br. Abdulrahim Goralwalla and Br. Abdulhamid
Hathiyani before distributing them to the rest of
the members.

Our youth listening attentively
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The Constitution Committee with the Commemorative
Copy of the Constitution

Day 2: July 3rd, 2004
The day started at the Mid-Scarborough
Community Centre sports arena with a recitation
followed by badminton tournament for gents,
ladies and youth.

The dinner brought back memories of Kenya with
“deg ji biriyani and ladoo,” combined with “lassi.”
Following dinner, a Naat in Urdu was presented by
Br. Shabbir Bagha and Nasheed by our youth,
Moen Varvani and Junaid Varvani. Before the
closing dua for the day, “Laan” consisting of
delicious cupcakes and tea were served.

“Good game”

There was stiff competition in all the categories
creating excitement for the spectators.
Serving dinner, “Memon style”

Deep contemplation

In the afternoon, everyone gathered at Pleasant
View Community Centre. The program began with
a recitation and a translation from the Holy Quran
followed by a presentation in Cutchi from our
Heritage Class students.

Enjoying the “Biriyani” and “Ladoo”
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Cutchi Song by Heritage Class Students

The gents team ready for the Cutchi Quiz

Gifts were presented to young graduates of the
heritage class as well as to the teachers, Sr. Zeenat
Hathiyani, Sr. Nazima Hathiyani and Sr. Parveez
Warwani who had volunteered their time
throughout summer. While everyone was enjoying
the program, snacks were served.

The ladies team relaxed and waiting to hear the
question in Cutchi

In his Presidential address, Br Abdulhamid
Hathiyani traced the early steps in the formation of
our Jamat and commended some members for
providing solid support and standing firm during
difficult times. Our elders Mohamed Bashir
Hathiyani, Khairunbai Hathiyani, Kulsumbai
Noorani and Zubeidabai Abdulkader Yakub, were
honoured by the Jamat for having played a crucial
role in the establishment of the Jamat in Canada.

Heritage Class Graduation and
Presentation

What followed was a Cutchi Quiz competition held
between Ladies and Gents. This was once again a
very exciting event that culminated in a close
finish.

Presentation to Sr. Kulsumbai Noorani
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Presentation to Sr. Zubeidabai Yakub

Release of “An-Najm”

Presentation to Sr. Khairunbai Hathiyani

Br. Abdulkader Yakub presenting
“An-Najm” to Dr. Musa Varwani

Canada, is a multicultural country, where
communities with cultures from all over the world
live together. This experience was extended to our
program with a Chinese menu arranged for dinner.
Trophies were presented to the winners of the
Badminton Tournament. Sr. Sabiha Noorani was
the winner in the Ladies match whilst Sr. Azba
Hathiyani was the runner up.

Presentation to Br. Mohamed Bashir
Hathiyani

The President then announced the release of the
second issue of An-Najm and asked the Editor in
Chief, Br. Abdulkader Yakub, to present the first
autographed copy to the Editor of NMJ-USA’s
magazine Br. Musa Varwani.

Winner in Ladies Badminton Tournament
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In the Youth tournament, Br. Mohamed Kassam
Musani was the winner and Br. Moen Warvani, the
runner up.

To end the day a play in Cutchi “Agya Wadho”
written and directed by Br Abdulhamid Hathiyani
was presented by our youth led by Br. Zulfikar
Hathiyani.

Winner in Youth Badminton Tournament

The Gents finals was a closely contested event
between two brothers. The experienced
Abdulmajid Hathiyani edged Zulfikar Hathiyani in
a closely contested game to win the trophy.

“Agya Wadho”

Abdulmajid receiving the trophy from Zuber Bagha

Tokens were also presented to winners of the
Cutchi Quiz – the gents. Later an auction was held
to raise funds for the Mosque and Community
Centre Project.
“Akhani Dhabal-daani”

Before the end of the day all children were
presented with gifts and loot bags.

Day 3: July 4th, 2004
The final day of the festival was an outdoor event
held at the Thompson’s Park in Scarborough. The
day started with heavy rains and everyone was
wondering whether the program would still
continue.
The organizers made quick
arrangements for a canopy and the gents had great
fun putting it up together. We pray that this kind

An auction item. Y U M M Y !!!
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The day’s program started with Quran Recitation
followed by morning snacks. The children got into
action first with a “telematch” organized by the
sports committee.

of brotherhood continues and great things can be
achieved if we work together as a team. Ameen.

Needle and Thread

Lemon and Spoon

Where are the coins ?

The kids were very excited and rushed to take part.
Even the 2 and 3 years old did not want to be left
behind and ran after the older children.
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“Mamadi” Kebabs and Chicken

The day eventually turned out to be bright and
sunny with lots of fun watching the kids take part
in various different games.

The gents played their own games, ladies their own
and the children had fun on their own.
Enjoying the Children’s “Marathon”

Ladies playing Passing the Balloon

For the evening tea and snacks were served before
the duas.

To bring back memories of Mombasa, Kebabs by
“Mamadi Rekorda” and Bar-b-que Chicken were
served for lunch and enjoyed by everyone.
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Watching the Game and Relaxing
Children of all ages enjoying themselves

Where is the ball?

Finally, the fun had to end and everyone said their
farewells with a sad heart. The memory of
spending these three days together would stay for a
long time.

SPORTS BAR-B-QUE
August 7, 2004
A potluck Bar-b-que dinner, organized by the
Sports Committee after Soccer practice, was held
at White Haven Park. The Sports Committee of
the Jamat had been organizing sporting activities
especially soccer, every fortnight on Saturdays, for
almost three months. There were activities for
ladies, gents and children. Members enjoyed a
casual evening of get together and sporting
activities.
The Jamat recognises the importance of Sports in
our lifestyles. The Sports committee has played an
important role uphold this value. Activities such
as Soccer, Cricket, Badminton, Volleyball have
been organized regularly so that the talent of our
youth is developed.

Kids having their own fun!
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The youth waiting their turn to recite
Ladies enjoying themselves

Fresh from the barbeque

Category 1 Winner

FUNGO
October 9, 2004
The third annual Qiraat Competition and Fungo
function was held at Pleasant View Community
Centre. First a lecture was presented by alims from
the Jamia Islamia Madressah. It was followed by
Qiraat competition. The winner in the first
category was Ammarah Kaderdina, in the second
category was Zaid Yakub and in the third category
was Ahmed Goralwalla. The Iqra Floating Trophy
sponsored by the Hathiyani family was presented
to the overall winner who was Zaid Yakub for the
second year running.

Category 3 Winner
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After the meeting a ceremony was held to honor
our members going for Haj. The Hujjajis were Dr.
Mohamed Hussein & Sr. Sabira Mithoowani, Br.
Zahir & Sr. Mariam Salyani.

Overall Winner of the “Iqra trophy”

IFTAR
October 24, 2004
Members of the Jamat gathered to spend the
evening and break the fast together as a
community during the month of Ramadhan. This
was held at Pleasant View Community Centre.
The Volunteer Committee in the annual sadakat
program for the Jamat collected non-perishable
food items for the needy which were later
distributed to the Muslim Food Bank.

Br. Abdulkader garlanding Br. Zahir

EID-UL-FITR
November 27, 2004
The Jamat once again organized for all members to
get together and celebrate Eid as a big family. The
Eid-Ul-Fitr Dinner was held at the Pleasant View
Community Centre with a fun filled evening and
catered Dinner. Children had a particularly good
time with Eid gifts donated by Br. Abdulkader
Yakub and Family.

Sr. Zubeidabai garlanding Sr. Mariam

After the garlanding ceremony, the President
presented a Shawl and Plaque to Br. Zahir and Sr.
Mariam for services rendered to the Jamat.

HUJJAJI FAREWELL
December 18, 2004
A Special General Meeting was held at the
Pleasant View Centre regarding some changes to
the Constitution. After the Opening Dua, there
was a Naat on Hajj recited by Moen and Junaid
Warvani and following them, Br. Shabbir Bagha
recited a Nazam in Urdu.

The President presenting a Plaque

The Warvani Brothers
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EID-UL-ADHA
February 06, 2005
Once again as has become a tradition, the Jamat
celebrated Eid together at the Pleasant View
Community Centre with a catered dinner and gifts
for the kids. During this event, Br. Mohamed
Zahir Salyani, who had just returned from
performing Hajj, relayed his experiences. Later
Br. Shabbir Bagha conducted an impromptu
general knowledge event in Cutchi. This was
another truly joyous occasion for members to be
together as one big family.

What followed was a historical event for all
Nasserpuria Memons living in different parts of the
world. The Media and Communications
Committee launched “The Memon Diaspora,
Nasserpuria Memon Wanderlust and it’s effect
on Community, Culture and Traditions.” This
book has received huge acclaim from far and wide.
This is the first time ever that our history, cultural
and social norms have been captured in print and
published. It is a truly commendable achievement
for our Jamat to have the foresight to capture our
traditions in print lest they get forgotten. The
young authors who had played a big role had a
chance to autograph the copies for those present.

AGM & ELECTIONS
March 26, 2005
The AGM and Elections of the new committee was
held at the Pleasant View Centre. The new office
bearers for the year 2005-2006 were:
Br.
Mohamed Zahir Salyani-President, Br. Zulfikar
Hathiyani-Vice-President, Br. Zaheer BaghaHon.Treasurer, Br. Moledina Varwani-Committee
Member and Br. Sidik Noorani-Hon.Auditor. The
post for the Hon. Secretary remained vacant at that
time.

WALK FOR THE HOMELESS
May 22, 2005
There are many social issues that affect a city, one
of them being homelessness. A mainstream
Muslim organization, Ansaar Foundation that has
been actively involved in raising a voice in the city
of Toronto against social injustice organized the
first “Walk for the Homeless.” Our Jamat actively
participated in this city wide event that took place
in the Lakeshore area of Downtown Toronto. We
had a good participation from the Jamat that
included our elders and children. Our Jamat was
recognized along with other main stream
organizations for its contribution to the cause.

Our young authors autographing copies
of the Memon Diaspora

The Memon Diaspora Team
Missing in the picture is Rubina Esmail, the coordinator
of the project
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IMPORTANCE OF A WILL
May 28, 2005
There was a Special General Body meeting held at
Pleasant View Centre to elect the Hon. Secretary
and Br. Ghulamhabib Yakub was elected as the
Hon Secretary for the year 2005-2007. A team of
Associate Lawyers gave us an explanation about
the importance of a will and responded to
questions from the Jamat members.

Our Youth busy working

After dinner, presentations were given to our
young participants in the Walkathon who raised
funds on behalf of the Jamat.
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Congratulations & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT - CANADA
On the Occasion of 2006 Summer Festival
AND
Publication of Third Issue of

An Najm
From

With Compliments & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
On Publication of the Third Issue of
An Najm
From
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2-DAY SUMMER FUNCTION
July 9th AND 10th , 2005
Day 1: July 9th, 2005
A exciting program was held at the Pleasant View
Centre which included a Treasure Hunt for all ages
and later “dumb charades” was played by the
youth. Later board games were enjoyed by all.

Day 2: July 10th, 2005
A picnic was held at the Sunnybrook Park. There
was lots of fun and exciting events for the children
and adults. After the barbeque, men played
volleyball while the ladies enjoyed games such as
“dog and the bone,” playing Cards and bursting
balloons. It turned out to be a pleasant day with a
huge turnout.
Carom Challenge

Ready for the race

3-legged race

Drafts Challenge
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Lemon and Spoon

“Our ever-ready cooks”

Sack Race

Volleyball Match

What are they searching for – Ohh a coin!!

“We too want to play”
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FUNGO
October 1, 2005
A Fungo function was held at the Pleasant View
Centre.
There was a presentation on halal
financing and investments by Br Jaafer Syed. Br
Jaafer also gave suggestions on some creative
dawah methods. After dinner, Moen and Junaid
recited a Naat.
On behalf of the Ansaar
Foundation, Br. Abdulhamid Hathiyani presented a
Plaque to our President, Br. Zahir Salyani, in
appreciation for raising funds for the Walk for the
Homeless.
Just Relaxing
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IFTAAR & QIRAAT
October 22, 2005
An Iftaar dinner was organized at Pleasant View
Center. It began with a lecture on Zakat by Br.
Riad Ouarzazi, followed by the Annual Qiraat
competition which was organized by the Education
Committee.
Once again the Jamat organized a sadakaat and
collected non-perishable food items from members
which were later sent to the Muslim Welfare
Centre. After the lecture, our children showed
great enthusiasm and participated in the 5th annual
qiraat competition. Young Zaid Yakub once again
delighted the crowd with his beautiful recitation of
the Holy Quran and adjudged the winner of the
Iqra trophy for the third year in the running.

Category 3 Winner – Osman Noorani

EID-UL-FITR
November 5, 2005
An Idd dinner was held at Pleasant View Center
and a Chinese Dinner was served. The Ladies
Committee organized a variety for the children
with the theme as “Traditional Muslim Wear from
Around the World”. The children wore a wide
range of Islamic dresses that included Pakistani,
Nigerian, Indian, Canadian, Arabic etc. Following
this, a naat was presented by Br. Shabir Bagha and
a poem by Br. Shah-e-Noor Yakub. The highlight
of the evening was from Br Muhammad Jaafer a
stand up mimic and his two sons who entertained
the Jamat with their hilarious comedy. Finally Eid
gifts were given to the kids courtesy of the family
of Abdulkader Yakub.

Beautiful “Iqra Trophy” and replicas

Category 1 Winner – Sarah Kasmani

Pakistani Dress

Winner of the Iqra Trophy – Zaid Yakub
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Indian Dress

Indonesian Girl

Canadian Muslim

Br. Shah-e-noor reciting a poem

HUJJAJI FAREWELL
December 18, 2005
A "Farewell to Hujjajis" program was held in the
party Room at Kimbercroft Court. The evening
started with recitation of “Yaseen Shareef.”
Following a talk by Br Sabir Yakub on Haj, the
two Hujjajis, Br. Shaffi Yakub and Sr. Asifa were
honoured by garlanding them and wishes for a safe
journey and haj-e-mabrur.
An Arab Bedouin

Young Swahili
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Br. Elder Adulkader Yakub garlanding Br. Shafi Yakub

Sr. Zainab Salyani garlanding Sr. Asifa Yakub

EID-UL-ADHA
January 22, 2006
An Idd-ul-Adha dinner was held at Pleasant View
Center. After the Quran Recitation, a Naat was
presented by Br. Nadeem Salyani. The Education
Committee together with the Ladies Committee
presented for the first time “Game of Knowledge”
for the kids. After dinner, “Anak-Manak
Challenge” between adults and ladies was
contested.

“Anak-Manak” contestants

TAXATION
March 11, 2006
A program with a talk on Taxation and Power of
Attorney was presented by Br. Shafi Yakub. He
stressed how important it was to have a will and
Power of Attorney prepared for all adults in the
Jamat.
After dinner members relaxed and
socialized with each other.

IMPROMPTU SPEECH
April 15, 2006
A program was held at Pleasant View Centre
regarding Impromptu Speech Competition.
Participants had to choose a topic and were given 5
minutes to prepare and Alhamdullilah did a
wonderful job. Gifts donated by Dr. Mithoowani
and family were presented to all the participants.
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With Compliments & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
On the Occasion of 2006 Summer Festival
AND
Publication of Third Issue of

An Najm
From

12 Brando Avenue
Markham, Ontario L3S 4H2

Tel: (905) 472 6605
E-mail: hyakub@sympatico.ca

Heartiest Mubarak & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
On the Occasion of 2006 Summer Festival
AND
Publication of Third Issue of

An Najm
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- 24 -

I have a dream….
Compiled By: Brother Abdulhamid Hathiyani – Coordinator
is walking with a stick guided by his young grand daughter, Farah. She opens the door and
Hajichacha
holds it as the elder takes little steps to enter the hallway. As Haji chacha toddles through the hallway,

he glances up on his right at the curved wall with pictures elegantly framed on it. His face turns pink as a
grin breaks forth, revealing the whiteness of the few remaining teeth. Pointing to the picture at the top, the
elder pauses and gestures to little Farah, "beta, this was my father who worked hard to establish this
Jamat. Due to the hard work and sacrifices of so many people, we now have this wonderful community
centre." Ceasing the opportunity, little Farah pointing to another picture inquisitively asked, "dada, who is
that aunty in that picture." Before Haji chacha responded, the azan sounded over the loudspeakers. "I will
tell you about her contribution after namaz. Lets go to the masjid now." Holding little Farah’s hand,
Hajichacha leads her to the masjid bypassing the gymnasium.
Hajichacha has come to the community centre for the workshop conducted for the elderly while there are
various other workshops for the youth and women. The location is "Memon Villa, Canada." The year is
2030. This is a vision and a dream. To make this dream a reality, each and everyone will have to
participate and contribute towards the goal. The ball first got rolling with a project fund being established
by the first committee. Now, a project committee comprising of Shabir Bagha, Zahir Bagha, Mohamed
Zahir Salyani and Abdulhamid Hathiyani as the coordinator has been established to give it a further push.
With a little push from all, this ball will gather speed and get bigger, and bigger, resulting in a huge
mountain, that being "Memon Villa, Canada." Inshallah! ♦

Congratulations & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
On launching the Third Issue of

An Najm
From

Reliable Electrical and General Services
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Compiled By: Brother Mohamed Issak Warwani - Coordinator

A

lhamdulillah, one year for the term 2005-2006, is over and it gives me great pleasure to write
this report.

Our aim this term was two fold. One was to create programs with a difference, avoiding the well
treaded grounds, and secondly to create interest and enthusiasm for these programs. In this ever
increasing competitive world, we have to be prepared, as the saying goes, "to think on our feet."
The programs “Wheel of Knowledge” and “Anak Manak,” were designed with that in mind.
These days, Muslims are constantly portrayed in bad light which is harming both, our culture and
values. We need to counter these prejudices and be prepared to challenge the critics in
meaningful debates rather than react emotionally. As Muslims we need to prepare ourselves and
our children to face these challenges. The Impromptu Speech Competition and the Cutchi debate
are ways we can train our members. The children Mashaallah also did a good job in the
preparation for the Qirat competition, may Allah SWT give them the strength to continue in the
same path, Ameen.
Let me say something about “Anak Manak.” This was a superb idea thought up by our Ladies
Committee. This committee wanted ladies to be active participants, and Alhamdulillah we had a
great success in that. Though they lost by a small margin, the ladies put up a tough fight. Bravo
ladies!
Cutchi debate,“Canada mein mardhe ke ghar jo kam nakarnu khape”. What a topic. Here, I will
say Shukran to our American guests who came forward to say that they would be interested in
taking part. We appreciate such spirit.
The response from the members for all the programs was a booster and has played a role in our
performance. Thank you for the support, and we hope that we will get the same enthusiastic
response from our members for future activities.
The committee made up of Abdulhamid Hathiyani, Shabbir Bagha, Sidik Norooni, Mariam
Salyani and Zainab Salyani were a great support and I pray Allah SWT give them Jaza-e-kher for
their work, Ameen. I will also take this opportunity to thank our President, Mohamed Zahir
Salyani, for entrusting us with this portfolio and having confidence in our team.
Asante for giving us this opportunity to be of service to you. ♦
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Compiled By: Sister Mariam Salyani - Coordinator
every successful man is a woman. Needless to say, the Ladies Committee was the first
Behind
committee to be appointed by the Managing Committee. Alhamdullilah, the women of our

Jamat have and are playing a big role in all of Jamat’s events and activities.

One might wonder, apart from making sure that the ladies are looked after, what else is the role
of this committee in particular. Well, this committee works behind the scenes by preparing for
upcoming events, setting up menus, calling for confirmations, purchasing and wrapping gifts,
making sure that children have fun at the functions, making sure that there is enough food for
everyone or else rushing to make arrangements accordingly. This committee has also planned a
variety dress competition, whose theme was “Traditional Muslim Wear Around the World” and
has joined hands with the Education Committee and organized the “Game of Knowledge” for the
younger children and “Anak Manak Challenge” for the adults. The Ladies Committee is open to
ideas from all the members especially the youth as we require your thoughts in coming up with
activities beneficial to all.
In this current society, the women are working hand in hand with the men and have come a long
way by not just looking after the home and children but also getting educated and working in
various different fields such as Business, Medicine, Law, Teaching etc. Women are not far apart
from men.
There is a whole section on Women’s World in our Jamat website;
www.nmjcanada.com, which holds a lot of interesting topics such as Remedies, Mehndi, Recipes
etc. A mention has to be made about the Memon Diaspora, which was researched and written by
five of our young and talented women, Shaheen Bagha, Azba Hathiyani, Fatima Noorani, Nargis
Yakub and Shaheena Yakub.
Working for the Jamat is voluntary and when we find our young children coming up to us and
asking if they can help in any way, maybe by collecting donations or serving desert or cleaning
up, it makes us feel like we are on the right track in their upbringing.
At this point, I would like to express my gratitude to my committee members, Sabiha Noorani
and Zainab Salyani without whose help we would not have been able to come this far. I would
also like to appreciate our young volunteers, namely Azba Hathiyani, Fatima Noorani and
Shaheena Yakub, Zahra Admani and Naema Admani, who although are not in the committee, are
constantly running to meet the demands that we make. Finally, I would like to thank all the
volunteers who have served the Jamat in one way or another. May Allah S.W.T reward your
efforts, Aameen.♦
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Compiled By: Abdulmajid Hathiyani - Coordinator

S

ports has played a significant role in the lives of our people and Alhamdulilah for the fifth
year running despite having no sports club, the Jamat has managed to organize sporting
activities every year. It was indeed the foresight of our Jamat to give such prominence to sports.
Sports play’s a very important role and affects many aspects of our daily lives and promotes
health, co-operation, leadership, brotherhood, teamwork etc. It is very important for our children
to be involved in sports as it is an important element in their development to adulthood.
In the past we have had very successful seasons in cricket, soccer and other games. We have
managed to maintain the enthusiasm by organizing matches with outside teams. Every fortnight,
we have practice sessions for soccer where our youth gather at White Heaven Park to improve
their skills and enjoy an evening together. They are usually joined by our elders who come to
support them and also to take a brisk walk themselves.
It is heartening to note that many of our youth are actively coaching different teams in the
Islamic Soccer League. Alhamdullilah, the sports committee that includes Shah-e-Noor Yakub
and Abubakr Goralwalla are committed to encourage our youth to excel in all fields of sport. ♦

Congratulations & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
For the Publication of the Third Issue of

An Najm
From

FAMILY OF
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Compiled By: Brother Amir Sokwalla – Coordinator

T

his committee plays an important role in the Jamat and has been providing services to
members at the various functions that are being held.

The duties of the committee usually include preparing the venue before the arrival of members
such as bringing tables and chairs from the store and setting them up accordingly, arranging the
tables for food and drinks, serving members during the functions and cleaning and returning all
the tables and chairs at the end of the day.
There has been a new concept for this committee and that is that there are no permanent
volunteers. Various members of the Jamat are asked to help at different functions. By following
this Rota system, everyone gets the opportunity to serve the Jamat and this idea has been well
received by all members.
This Volunteer Committee also takes care of the less fortunate by collecting packed or nonperishable foods which have been donated by Jamat members and sends them to the Islamic
Food Bank.
Thanks should be given to all volunteers who help during and at the end of the functions with
special mention for Abdulmajid Hathiyani and Sidik Noorani for their constant support. They
are always there when we need them. The Volunteer Committee is open to any member who
would like to join and help during events. ♦

Heartiest Mubarak & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
On the Occasion of 2006 Summer Festival
AND

Publication of Third Issue of

An Najm
From
FAMILY OF
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Our Jamat Supports Social Justice
Submitted By: Sister Mariam Salyani
he First Annual Walk For The Homeless in the City of Toronto was organized by the Ansaar Foundation
Thomelessness
and held on May 22nd, 2005. The event held for the first time raised awareness on the issue of
in Toronto and raise funds to build a shelter for the homeless. With only three months planning
the event was a great success and NMJ Canada played a part in it.
There was a variety of people from various communities Muslims and
non Muslims, young and old that took part in the walk. This was a highly
publicized event with live TV coverage from the event site. The chief of
police from Toronto and York regions along with city councilors and
MP’s graced the occasion. Members of our Jamat, along with some of
our young children, namely Tayba Hathiyani, Atiya Bagha and Madiha
Hathiyani took part and amazingly completed the 10K walk. The Jamat
had pledged to be a bronze sponsor and raise $1,500.00 but due to the
efforts of our young children and the adults, we raised $1,768.00 for the
cause. After the speeches from the organizers and guests, the 10K run
was officially kicked off before the walk. Our member Abdulmajid
Hathiyani, took part in the 10K run and reached the finish line amongst
the first five. Well Done! After the walk, there was Pizza and Biriyani
for everyone.
At a separate thanksgiving function organized by the Ansaar Foundation, the Jamat was awarded a Plaque for
their contribution towards the Walk for the Homeless.♦

The pictures above show our representation at the walk and the presentation of the plaque to the President of our Jamat
Mohamed Zahir Salyani by the President of Ansaar Foundation, Abdulhamid Hathiyani.
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I

t is great to win prizes in school or locally, but when it gets to being recognized
nationally or internationally, it becomes a tremendous achievement and makes
community proud. Bentley College based in Boston, USA recently named 25
outstanding high school juniors to be the 2006 Bentley Tomorrow25, and our own
Abdulmajid Hathiyani was one of them. The international leadership competition
launched by Bentley to identify exemplary leaders of tomorrow. Chosen from
nominations from around the world, the 25 winners received national recognition
interacted with high-profile leaders on April 26 at the second annual Bentley
Leadership Forum in cooperation with TIME magazine.
The Tomorrow25, outstanding
school juniors were chosen
through a Bentley-sponsored
international competition as our
generation of leaders. The
Tomorrow25 have demonstrated
initiative, citizenship, intelligence,
technological
saavy,
cultural
awareness, social responsibility, a
passion for the real world of
people and organizations, and a
strong commitment to making
positive things happen in their
schools or communities.

the
Azba
was
and

high
next

The Tomorrow25 winners were
chosen through an international
nomination process, and selected
an international Advisory Board
established
by
Bentley.
Nominations were accepted from
business and community leaders,
teachers, school administrators,
guidance counselors, parents or
other students. The 25 winners
honored at the Leadership Forum
Wednesday, April 26. The event
held on the Bentley campus in
Waltham, Mass. and brought
together leaders from the worlds
business,
technology,
global
affairs and arts and entertainment
explore the need for change and
adaptation in an increasingly complex and competitive global economy.
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This is indeed a great achievement for Azba, her family and the community. Congratulations! ♦

Mapping the Settlement of Muslims and Accessibility
of Mosques in the Greater Toronto Area
Submitted By: Brother Abdulhamid Hathiyani
Muslim presence prior to the Confederation
and creation of Canada. This very early
presence did not translate into big numbers.
Al Rashid Mosque built in 1938 in
Edmonton was the first mosque to be built in
Canada. It was only after 1991 that the
number of Muslims significantly increased.
The 2001 Census recorded 579,640
Muslims, more than double then those
recorded in 1991.

Introduction

I

mmigrants to Canada come from all over
the world. Many come to Canada in order
to escape racial intolerance, religious or
political persecution, or to seek a better life
in one of the best countries in the world.
New immigrants represent people from all
faiths, cultures, linguistic and educational
backgrounds. They bring with them their
distinct customs, traditions, arts, cultures,
beliefs and faiths. Since the 1990’s the
Greater Toronto Area (GTA) has been
Canada’s most attractive destination for
immigrants.

Muslims in Canada are not a homogenous
group. Over 80% of the Muslims identified
themselves as belonging to a visible
minority group. They belong to various
ethnic, cultural, racial and linguistic
backgrounds. Over 90% of the Muslims live
in urban cities with almost half of those
living in the Greater Toronto Area. Muslims
are also younger than most of the Canadians.
Whereas, the median age of the total
Canadian population was 37 years old,
Muslims are significantly younger, with a
median age of 28 years. Muslims have a
large proportion of persons under the age of
15 with a big proportion in their younger
working years (15-24 yrs). Muslims are also
better educated than most Canadians: 27 per
cent have graduate degrees, as compared to
only 17 per cent of all other Canadians.
Despite the fact that Muslims may be better
educated, income indicators reveal that they
earn significantly less than the rest of the
Canadian population. According to Statistics
Canada, 54% of Muslims earned less than
$20,000, whereas 44% of the total
population earned that much. The mean
individual income for Muslims was

The cultural mosaic of the city is rapidly
changing with immigrants making 44% of
the city’s population. Neighbourhoods in the
GTA, comprise of people from many ethnic
backgrounds. The settlement reasons in a
particular neighbourhood can be attributed
to various factors such as family
relationships,
employment,
accessible
transportation, or even place of worship,
amongst others.
As new immigrants
establish themselves, they seek and claim
spatial belonging for themselves, and their
communities in order to maintain their
identity. This essay will briefly dwell on the
issues facing the Muslim Diaspora in the
Greater Toronto Area and the establishment
of mosques.
Muslim Profile in Canada
Islam and Muslims are not new to Canada.
There have been documented records of
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approximately $8,000 less than that of the
total population. In addition to this, the
unemployment rate in 2001, for those that
identified themselves as Muslims was
almost twice as high as the total population.
This translates into a huge disparity in the
employment sector for Muslims to be
gainfully employed.

Muslims and Mosques
For a Muslim, a place of worship could be
anywhere, a restaurant, at home, a park, an
office, etc. Although, Muslim can pray
anywhere a sacred place (masjid) for
gathering for prayers is very important.
There are over 250,000 Muslims across the
Greater Toronto Area with over 70 places of
worship. A typical progression to a mosque
in Toronto usually happens in three stages. It
starts with someone’s living room or
basement as being the place for weekly
prayers, leading to renting a hall or buying
an unused church to finally building a new
mosque. Recognizing the growing diversity
of the City, some industrial employers such
as Celestica and educational institutions
such as the Universities have allocated space
for Muslim prayers.

According to Statistics Canada, there were
254,115 Muslims in the Greater Toronto
Area. Data from 2001 Census was used to
explore Muslim settlement areas in the GTA
and whether they were concentrated in one
big enclave or if there were any settlement
patterns.
Muslim Settlement Areas
The
data
identified
only
two
neighbourhoods with a population of 50% or
more Muslims in the Toronto. These
primary Muslim concentration identified
were Thorncliffe Park and Flemingdon Park
area. These two areas are very multicultural
neighbourhoods comprising of high-rise
residential buildings that have traditionally
been a starting point for many new
Canadians and served as the first home for
many who seek affordable housing in the
City of Toronto. Over eighty different
languages are spoken within the community,
which reflects the diversity of the area. This
substantiates that Muslims are not a
homogeneous group and that their diversity
adds colour to the mosaic of Toronto.

As indicated above, Muslims have stood up
to the challenges in their settlement in
Toronto. Establishing mosques has had it’s
own share of difficulties. Research carried
out in 1997 on conflicts over all zoning
issues, found that in at least 9 out of 14
municipalities in the GTA, the disagreement
was over the establishment or extension of
mosques. While many ethnic, racial,
ecological and gender groups struggle to
claim their urban space, Muslim groups
encounter particularly intense resistances
and have become subject of intense scrutiny.
Due to the increasing presence of Muslims
in the West, the threat especially after 9/11,
is no longer viewed as global, but has
become domestic. Images of the past are
conjured up to reinforce the possibility of an
impending Islamic threat thus shaping
attitudes towards Muslim groups in the
West. By portraying Muslim immigrants as
a threat, marginalizes their legitimate needs.
It should be recognized that Muslims do not
fit a single mold. For some, Islam may be a

The percentage of Muslims in areas outside
the two identified areas changes drastically.
One thing was clear that Muslims are spread
all over the City with larger concentrations
in Scarborough, and in pockets of
Etobicoke. Mississauga and Richmond Hill
appear to be the two growing areas for
Muslims in Toronto.
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transportation facility running under it.
While more Muslims may be residing in the
east end, there appears to be more mosques
in the west end.
The mushrooming of mosques does not
appear to follow any pattern. The
deontological tradition has been that the
mosque should be as close to Muslims as
one could hear the muezzin’s call to prayer
from the minaret. In other words, preferably
walking distance. Similar to the settlement
of Muslim population across the city,
mosques are located all over as well.

cultural marker and a locus of identity, while
for others, a strong commitment to their
religious beliefs is paramount. Many
Muslims if not most will be somewhere in
the middle. This is no different from any
other religious group. This raises questions
about Muslims having a strong sense of
religious identity, but then does anyone raise
similar concerns about other religious
groups that have comparably similar sense
of identity? As new Canadians, Muslims
have felt politically weak and vulnerable. As
a minority, they have been particularly
sensitive to comments from local councilors
and opposition from neighbours. An
important and strong concern from the
Muslims is that standards used to evaluate
them are different from those used with
respect to other groups.

Conclusion
Muslims are widely dispersed in their
settlement in the GTA. While most mosques
are located closer to the Muslim population,
there are some that are not. Mosques in the
east end of the city are located fairly closer
to the Muslim population while those in the
west end are further away from Muslim
settlement areas.

For Canadian Muslims, the mosque has
acquired a special meaning in that it has
become a symbol that encompasses both
religion and culture and at the same time
articulating their identity. The mosque plays
an important role in the lives of many
Muslims. It is a locus of Muslim community
life, hence easy accessibility is therefore
crucial. The first mosque was established by
the Muslim Society of Toronto in 1961, in a
store-ware house on Dundas Street. This
mosque was later liquidated, the building
sold, and an old church on Boustead Avenue
was converted into the Jami Mosque.
Currently there are over 70 mosques in the
GTA as compared to only four that had been
established by 1980. Surprisingly there is a
significant absence of a mosque around
Yonge Street with the subway, a key

As new immigrant groups become creative
in carving out space for themselves, they are
in the process, exposing the underlying
discriminatory attitudes and strategies which
manifest in these struggles. With a young
and growing community, the Muslim
population of the GTA will continue to rise.
As we have seen, they are spread all across
the Cosmopolis and have been at the
forefront to make a mark in a changing
mosaic of the City by establishing mosques
and exercising their urban citizenship
rights.♦
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Compiled By: Sister Mariam Salyani

I

f one was in the Jamat in Mombasa, Nairobi or in
Toronto and called out the name “Haji”, without
doubt, the person who would come to mind is
Abdulrahim Goralwalla. How did he get the name
“Haji”, one would ask? There are three main
reasons for it. He was born in the month of the
pilgrimage, Zilhaj and was named after his
granfather’s grandfather, who was known as Haji
Abdulrahim. The most important reason however,
is that he performed Hajj at the age of 9, a blessing
accorded to a few. Born on January 27th, 1940, in
Mombasa, Kenya, he was the first child to Ebrahim
Goralwalla and Hanifa Varwani. Following him
were his siblings Abdulaziz, Abdulfashi, Hawabai,
Sherbanu and Mohamed. His mother died at a
very young age whilst giving birth to his brother
Mohamed.
With young children, his father
remarried to Zohrabai and the family grew with
Yunus, Hassan and Kazbanu.

A

bdulrahim and education have been
synonymous to each other. After completing
his Primary Education at Kaloleni Primary, he
proceeded to Allidina Visram for his Secondary
Education after which he went to a commercial
school where he studied Typing and Accounts and
passed his L.C.C. exams.

W

hilst at Allidina Visram, he became a Queens
Scout, a ranking that boasted of only seven
in the Coast Province. He also attended the Scouts
Leadership Camp and later passed his Scout
Master Course and Rover Leaders Course. He was
on the executive Committee of the Coast Scouts
Association and an examiner for some categories.
He was also a co-editor for the Scouting Magazine
and attended the Queens Scout Jamhuri Camp at
Rowlands Camp in Nairobi.
(“Developed the quality of gaining confidence of
youth by leaps and bounds” - Ben Munyeki,
Provincial Director of Social Service)

T

o further his education, Abdulrahim was keen to
get into medical college. Infact he had received
admission to the Forman Christian College in
Lahore. This however, was not to be due to
financial difficulties. The second best option was
to be a teacher and so started the long career in
education. He joined the Coast Teachers Training
College in 1961-1962 and received PI Teachers
Certificate after graduating. His teaching career
started at the Coast Commercial College where he
taught English, Math and Typing. In 1963, he
joined the Alibhai Panju Jaffery Primary School as
a teacher and slowly climbed to the position of
Deputy Headmaster. He served here for 12 years.
He was then transferred to Ziwani Primary School
as a Deputy Headmaster under Mr. Hari Singh
Grewal, who happened to be his former High
School Teacher. This proved to be a blessing as he
was promoted to the Headmasters Post in Tom
Mboya Primary School where he remained until
October 1976. He attended the Headmaster-inservice Course at High Ridge Teachers College,
Nairobi and was awarded a certificate.

I

n 1965, he got engaged to Halima Parpia who
had migrated to Mombasa from Bukoba,
Tanzania. He got married to her in 1966 at the
Memon Villa in Mombasa and his first child Iqbal
was born in 1967. His second child Hanifa was
born in 1970.
When his children began
Kindergarten at the Mombasa Parent’s Club, he
coincidentally became a Chairman there and stayed
until he left teaching.

R

ed Cross was something that Abdulrahim was
very passionate about. He qualified and
passed exams at all levels and also did Health
Course with them. After which he joined the
St.John’s ambulance lay-lecturer courses and came
out with good grades. He then became a training
and youth officer with Kenya Red Cross, Coast
Branch and was authorized to conduct first aid
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lectures and exams till the proficiency level by
both St. John’s and Red Cross. He was awarded
certificate of recognition for his services to Red
Cross. Along with Avtar Singh Panesar, they
represented Kenya Red Cross at the 50th
anniversary Red Cross celebration in New Delhi,
India where all the Red Cross youth around the
world were present. He also represented Kenya
Red Cross, Coast Branch with five participants at
the youth seminar in Kampala organized by the
League of Red Cross Societies in Geneva. He was
also a committee member of the Mombasa Road
Safety Society. Being a teacher, he got an
opportunity to become an executive committee
member of the YMCA – Coast Branch and
attended the YMCA Youth Development Seminar
at Shauri Moyo in Nairobi. He was also on the
advisory youth committee of NCCK.
(“Conscientious in his work, keen to progress and
willing to learn” - A.A.Molu, Chairman, Kenya
Red Cross-Mombasa Branch)

for eight years. It was during his chairmanship
when the complete Education system of NMJMombasa became centralized. All the institution
came under one roof in the newly constructed
Education Building which housed N.A. Rahim
Nursery School, Nasserpuria Primary School, Hoor
School of domestic Arts and Nasserpuria
Madressa. When he returned from Eldoret to
Mombasa, he became a member of the Board of
Governors for Memon High School and then a
Chairman of Memon Education Board again. At
this time a fund raising activity was organized
which was an in-house charity walk in Memon
Villa which generated the highest amount of funds
that went towards the extension of N.A Rahim
Nursery Centre with its own playground. It was at
this time also that the Memon Students Union
came under the supervision of the Memon
Education Board.

I

n November 1976, he left teaching and joined
Kabazi Canners, as an Assistant Manager in
Subukia, Nakuru. This started another stint in
Management. In 1978, he joined the Mombasa
Peugeot Services, Eldoret, as a Manager and got
promoted to the Mombasa branch as a Manager in
1980, and in 1983, he attended the effective
Managers Course. In 1987, he joined the Coast
Bus Services Mombasa as a Manager before he
moved to Nairobi and joined the Rift Valley
Peugeot Services as a Senior Manager. He later
worked with Overnight Parcel Services in Nairobi.
In 1989, he joined Kalu Works Ltd. Nairobi,
which is a Chandaria Group of Companies as a
Sales Manager. Here he was promoted to the post
of Senior Marketing Executive and served them till
October 1999 when he immigrated to Canada.
Meanwhile in 1992, he successfully attended and
passed the seminar on total quality control and in
1995, he became a member of the Kenya Institute
of management. In 1998, he attended the ISO 900
quality management course.

J

amat has always been a priority for
Abdulrahim. His involvement began as an
“Opruh” and then as a volunteer. He later became
a member of the Education Board under the
chairmanship of Abdul Latif Harunani. He then
served the Jamat’s Education Board as a chairman

An Education Committee program in Mombasa

B

eing a founder member of the Memon Students
Union, Abdulrahim became its first Chairman
and later an advisor. He also joined the Memon
Debating Society due to the insistence of the Late
Elder Ahmed Haji Ayub Noorani. He then became
its Vice-Chairman of this society under the
chairmanship of Mohamed Haji Aboo. He also
became the co-editor of the Memon Education
Bulletin which is now known as the Memon
Prakash.
(“The respect and prestige which he commands
from all and sundry for his hard work, amiable
disposition and integrity of character” - Mohamed
Nazir Bachani, President, Nasserpuria Memon
Jamat-Mombasa)

- 37 -

A

fter having moved to Nairobi, Abdulrahim still
had the passion for serving the Jamat and
when given a chance to be a co-judge in debates
organized by the Education Committee, he did not
hesitate. He also became the Chairman of the
fundraising Committee of the present Bilal Mosque
and the present Memon Villa – South C.

T

hrough Hassan Mamdani, Abdulrahim became
an Executive Member of Islamia Madrasa
Committee, where he served for seven years. He
was very helpful particularly in the cause of
furthering the education, especially for girls. He
spearheaded a very well thought out Bursary and
Scholarship Scheme in the school.

I

n July 1999, he moved to Canada due to
pressure from his son Iqbal who was living in
Canada at that time. He gave his voluntary
services as a teacher at the Islamic Foundation
School for two weeks after which he was placed on
the list of supply teacher. Two months after his
arrival,
he
joined
Jaamiah-Al-Uloom-AlIslamiyyah, Ajax. He began as a Mathematics and
Science teacher and later also taught History,
English, Physical Education, Art and Social
Studies to various different grade levels.

H

e also got local training in first aid, CPR with
Red Cross, Oshawa and Medic First Aid CPR
with EMP Canada and attended the “Involve
Youth” seminar in Toronto with the President at
that time, Abdulhamid Hathiyani.

M

eanwhile his daughter-in-law, who was an
MBBS from London, UK, could not get into
the Canadian system, therefore moved back to
London with the two grandchildren, followed by
son, Iqbal. By the time he retired in early 2006, he
was
in charge of Mariya Islamic School,
Scarborough.
(“His hard work, keen interest, sincerity and
dedication, earn him the post of Vice-Principal
after only six months of stay with Jaamiyah” Abdul Majid Khan, Principal, Jaamiyah Ajax)

A

bdulrahim was equally involved in Jamat’s
activities in Toronto as had been back in
Kenya. He was appointed the Chairman of
Education and Community Affairs Committee in

2001 and initiated numerous creative programs for
the youth as well as the elders. He instigated the
“University and Beyond” seminar to guide students
who would soon be entering University. He also
established annual debates, essay, speech and quiz
competitions and played a fundamental role in the
institution of the Heritage classes for the young
children, and a Seniors Club for the elders.
(“He is a bundle of energy who is ever ready to
take up new challenges and tasks” - Abdulhamid
Hathiyani, President, NMJ-Canada)

D

ue to community involvement and support,
Abdulrahim, did not have a hard time in
settling in Canada, even after his son left. He likes
it here in Canada, because of the climate, the social
life and the freedom of worship and the reason he
is leaving Canada is because his son wants them
together and Abdulrahim misses his grandchildren,
Maryam, Luqman and Safiyyah. Being in London
would also be a little easier to travel to visit his
daughter, Hanifa and her children, Jamila,
Muhammad Rafiq and Abdulqadir.

T

he most memorable moments that Abdulrahim
would not forget are the death of his
grandfather, Haji Mohamed Goralwalla, who loved
him dearly. He also remembers his mother Hanifa
passing away after giving birth to his brother
Mohamed. Even the death of his father-in-law,
Abdulkader Parpia left a mark on him. His most
scary moment was when for the first time he had to
speak in a public debate in the Memon Jamat
Khanna organizes by the Memon Debating
Society. After this experience, he was able to get
the courage to speak in various public places.

T

hroughout his life, Abdulrahim has been
engaged in various different fields. His
dedication and involvement in Jamat activities, be
it Mombasa, Nairobi or Toronto, has given him
recognition and respect from Nasserpurians
globally. I too have had the pleasure knowing
“Haji” uncle through his involvement with the
Jamat here in Canada and will miss having him
and Halima Aunty around when they leave for
London, England. We all pray for their long life
and good health in London. Ameen. ♦
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Written By: Azba Hathiyani

L

iving in Canada in the
21st century, do you ever
wonder of our roots?
Our ancestors? Our
somewhat
lost
culture? Well, if
you
are
worried about
the idea that
“panja bacha
Cutchi
bulivindha,”
then I suggest
you take a
deep breath
and relax a
bit. No, I am
not
being
sarcastic at all,
but I have some
unbelievable news to
share
with
you,
so…Listen!

Chapter One, A Historical
Trace,
interestingly
takes the reader back
in time to the year
300 BC when
our
Hindu
leaders of the
Lohana
Community
in
Sindh
accepted
Islam, to the
present
situation of
our Jamat and
the scattering
of
its
members across
the globe. During
this quite extended
journey through the past,
the enthusiastic tour guide
takes the readers to visit
historical sites as well, which I’m sure you
would not want to miss at any rate.

In December of 2004, the Media and
Communications Committee of Nasserpuria
Memon Jamat Canada, published a book
entitled, “The Memon Diaspora –
Nasserpuria Memon Wanderlust and its
effect on Community, Culture, and
Traditions.”

As for our unique language, Cutchi, did you
know that the Cutchi we speak today is
actually different from the “true Cutchi”?
Our creative invention, or rather innovation,
as I would like to call it, is precisely a
mixture of Sindhi, Gujarati, Punjabi,
Rajasthani, Swahili, and English. Who
knows? Maybe our future generations in
Canada will even sprinkle a bit of French
into it? Anyhow, this second chapter, Our
Language, covers it all from Sindhi poetry
to Cutchi numbers, family relations, some
appealing
Cutchi
sayings/expressions,
traditional songs along with stories, and an
on-going list of Cutchi vocabulary grouped
in various categories.

Alright, this news should not have been
much of a shocker to you since you probably
own a personal copy of the Diaspora, or do
you? Maybe it’s laying on one of the shelves
and has accumulated dust for the past two
years, eagerly waiting for you to give it
some company. Uh oh, don’t tell me that
you forgot about this should-be friend of
yours? Well, being one of the five young
authors of this historical asset, I can assure
you that this book is worth to be treasured in
every household.
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delicious “Mung ji daar ji kichdi”? Read all
about it in Chapter Six, Our Cuisine.

Chapter 3 will give you a deep insight into
our “Riti Rivaaj”, Our Rituals, hopefully
answering all your questions about the
“sagai” and “vyan” traditions, as well
“chhatthi” and “mauth”. Mind you, you
will come across several new terminologies
related to these occasions that you may not
hear of very often. Terms such as bhembhe,
chaddani, waggo, sagro notro, wanao, laan,
anyaar may hint to you that you might want
to test your Cutchi – the one you may think
you know, but in reality…

Finally, in today’s society, we witness our
children engaged in one of three things
during their leisure time – watching
television, sitting before the computer, or
playing electronic games such as x-box and
PSP (played by girls as well). Chapter
Seven, Leisure Activities, however, covers
the “Ramat Gamat” of the past, specifically
associated with our culture, which can even
be
played
today!
Whether
for
infants/toddlers, teenagers, or the “jawaan”,
it’s all in here, and trust me, you will never
get bored!

Do you ever wonder what type of clothes
our forefathers wore? Are you curious about
what our parents or grandparents wore on
their wedding day? Do you have any clue of
the type of “dhagina” that Sindhi women
used to adorn themselves with? Well,
Chapter Four, Clothing, or “Our Perwaas”
will surely satisfy your thirst for such
knowledge, especially with its captivating
pictures, beautifully portrayed.

As you can see, The Memon Diaspora is
indeed a unique compilation of our history,
culture, and traditions. It indubitably
comprises of only a portion of all the
information that exists in actuality.
However, I would be doing a great injustice
by not mentioning the backbones of this
accomplishment. So with all due respect, I
take this opportunity to thank Sr. Rubina
Esmail, who took the initiative of assuming
the massive role of coordinating this project,
and Br. Abdulhamid Hathiyani the driving
force behind this for their tremendous
support right from the very start till the very
end. They were always there to guide us,
helped us obtain the research material,
compiled and edited our work, and worked
day in and day out to bring this long-started
project to its final stages Alhamdulillah.

One of the most fundamental notions in
today’s society is, no doubt, Education. This
concept, however, has gradually changed
throughout the years especially in our
community. If we just go back two
generations and ask our grandmothers about
the extent of their “bhantar”, we are likely
to hear something along the lines of, “I went
to school up to standard five.” Nonetheless,
throughout history, the Memons of our
community have been active in establishing
educational institutions from the first
“khutabs” and schools, to colleges which are
outlined in Chapter Five, Education.

It indeed took a great deal of time and effort
to put this book together, taking into
consideration that the Media and
Communications Committee, along with the
Senior’s Club of the Jamat and the five
young girls voluntarily offered their services
to produce such a historical asset, which can
perhaps be passed on to future generations
Insha’Allah, thus being forever preserved. A
book is certainly the only gift that one can
open again and again, cherishing every bit
of wisdom that shines from within it. ♦

“Khenu, Peenu, ne Maja Karnu” is a
common ending to many of our traditional
fairy tales narrated by our grandparents. But
when we come to think of it, our ancestors
did not even have the lavishness of the
variety of food that we currently have, nor
the luxury of having a meal so easily
available and within minutes to nourish
themselves and stay healthy. So what did
they have? How did they cook the
scrumptious “Machi wara Muthia” or the
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Submitted By: Brother Abdulhamid Hathiyani

ndividuals migrate from their homelands
to other countries for various reasons.
While some are forced to emigrate, others
make a choice to enhance their economic
situation and improve their standard of
living. There are various push and pull
factors that lead people to moving from one
country to another. Countries such as
Canada encourage such individuals to leave
their homelands to find a better life as it
requires the young and well educated,
skilled people to sustain its economic
growth. While Canada attracts amongst the
best qualified immigrants, studies paint an
image that Canada continues to be
disturbingly ineffective in integrating these
highly educated and skilled newcomers.
This review focuses on examining the
experiences of new immigrants and the
reason for their inability to fully utilize
their
skills,
compelling
them
to
undervalued jobs.

lack of fluidity in the process, with
unnecessary barriers, sometimes systemic,
is encountered resulting in enormous costs
both to the individual and to the state. The
lack of opportunity for a skilled person to
practice their talent has a huge impact on
the economy. There are different
methodologies that measure the economic
impact of skill under-utilization. Economic
impact is defined as the reduced value of
the work done by immigrants because their
qualifications were not recognized in the
workforce. Various researchers have
analyzed the cost of the underutilization of
this segment of the population. Two
different methods have showed that foreign
educated immigrants earned $2 billion less
than those born in Canada. At first the trend
was felt to be cyclical in nature but has now
been recognized as more serious and long
term. Immigrants therefore, start at an
earnings disadvantage as compared to
Canadian born and it is taking longer to
narrow this earnings gap.

Under utilization of skills

Barriers to Economic Integration.

Under utilization of immigrant skills is not
a new phenomenon. It has been the subject
of research and policy initiatives for a long
time in Canada and has taken new meaning
recently with the increase of immigrants
from non European countries. Canada
attracts the best and brightest from the
developing world. These immigrants have
higher levels of education but their earnings
have been lower and falling in comparison
to the native-born Canadian. The biggest
hurdle for new immigrant in Canada is the
integration into the economic system. The

There are significant barriers that exist for
new immigrants to fully integrate into the
Canadian economy, both in terms of
contribution to the country as well as
individual fulfillment of potential. Studies
abound on what the causes are with some
researchers accentuating more on some
aspects than others. Below is a brief
reflection on barriers to employment for
new immigrants that some researchers have
emphasized.

Introduction:

I
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employed. Fluency in language or
understanding of the Canadian
jargon could pose an impediment in
getting employment.
4) Immigrants often face issues of
discrimination based on skin colour
or ethnicity and nationality.
Research suggests that racial
minorities
experience
greater
problems of skill underutilization
and this is viewed as evidence of
racial discrimination. A recent
report reiterates that race continues
to be a major factor in the
distribution of opportunities in the
Canadian labour market.
5) Along with the reasons mentioned
above, many researchers have also
mentioned
other
hurdles
to
immigrant
employment
which
include, poor quality of education,
weak social networks and lack of
information regarding the Canadian
job market.

1) A major hurdle new immigrant’s
face is the lack of recognition for
credentials, skills and experience. A
Conference Board of Canada report
evaluating
the
problems
of
recognizing education credentials in
Canada states that some Canadians
hold skills and knowledge that are
valuable but underused and underrewarded because they are not
formally
recognized
and
credentialed by credential-granting
organizations and employers. Many
studies however, reiterate that
foreign based qualifications are
undervalued and not recognized. It
is difficult for a highly qualified
person whose contribution in their
country of origin was greatly
valued, to discover that their
education and skill is not of much
significance or value in Canada.
2) It is very common for recent
immigrants to be asked to provide
Canadian experience. Lack of
Canadian work experience remains
critical. Often one would politely be
informed that, they have no
Canadian work experience. To
demand this experience from a
recently arrived immigrant seems to
many like the proverbial chicken
and egg scenario. Yet Canadian
employers demand Canadian skills
and Canadian experience from
newly
arrived
prospective
employees. This begs the question,
where is a recent immigrant going
to find Canadian experience without
first having a Canadian job?
3) While some new Canadians may
know several major languages and
dialects, if English was not their
native language, they would remain
disadvantaged. An accent that is
difficult
to
understand
may
compound the ability to be gainfully

Conclusion
Canada needs immigrants in order to
maintain its growth. In this age of
globalization, Canada has to maximize its
resources to remain competitive. We need
to understand the causal issues as the new
immigrants see it and provide all sorts of
support and assistance to help these new
immigrants integrate and settle into the
economic market, sooner than later. It is
more important now then ever before,
especially with our aging population, that
we continue to receive a steady flow of
immigrants. We should therefore, recognize
it as such. There has to be a change of
attitude from all the players, the
government, the private sector and the
populace at large. Issues around income
disparity and discounting of immigrant
labour skills need to be understood and
addressed before we lose our competitive
edge in a challenging global market. ♦

- 43 -

Submitted By: Sister Zainab Salyani
being born and brought up in a
Having
family with moderately conservative

fresh air, drink water from the tap, to walk
and drive freely without feeling insecure, to
be able to go home and know that there is
electricity. Obviously none of this comes
cheap. There are and will be big sacrifices to
make. Well, some are lucky some not. Most
people go through a lot of stress and misery
before they find a suitable job and no doubt,
I have and am still going through this stage
of metamorphosis. The good part of my
settling process has been the moral support
and guidance from my cousins. Also the
constant concern of my wellbeing by the
Jamat members has been a very big boost
for me as I feel I do have people who are
mine and I am not in the land of aliens.

traditions, coming to the first world for a
change has been the biggest challenge of
life. I am adventurous and enjoy challenges.
Making this unthinkably bold move wasn’t
easy, were it not for the full encouragement
& support from my beloved father.

Whilst preparing to leave home (Mombasa)
made me sad, the thought of Canada brought
anxiety. I am an ordinary girl making this
extraordinary move. When one migrates to
the first world from a third world country
the biggest challenge is to learn and quickly
adapt to the systems of that country. The
feelings I had on the arrival to my new home
were mixed happy to start from scratch and
sad to have left the legacy of my elders
behind. Every sun rise brought in new
challenges for me learning something new
every day.

Job hunt started with tailoring my resume to
be in line with the Canadian requirements.
That wasn’t simple. The standards and the
culture of job hunting here are different.
Next came the real job search. I was advised
to go through agencies which help one find
jobs in their respective professional field. I
sent out my resume to several agencies to let
them know that I am in the market seeking
employment. I anxiously waited for a
favorable response. Later I came to
understand that waiting is not the game here
and I had to show them my initiative by
chasing them. I started calling religiously
asking where I stood, but no luck. The
answer was either that I did not have
"Canadian experience" or was over qualified
for the jobs they have at present. I was also
advised to go for voluntary services which
could help in building my resume and giving
me the so called "Canadian experience".

Each day brings in new challenges in this
"land of opportunities". When one migrates
to the first world from the third world the
biggest challenge is to learn and quickly
adapt to the systems of that country.
I did not migrate to Canada for greener
pastures. I was professionally content where
I was and was holding a senior management
position with a leading financial bank in
East Africa where I grew up from a
Management Trainee to the front line
management.
Migrating to Canada for me was to better
my standard of living. To be able to breathe
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to take up a course in tax preparation with
H&R Block and my chances of them hiring
me during the tax season would be better.
Having successfully completed the tax
course job postings came up and I applied. I
was called for an interview and was offered
to manage a branch which had 11 staff. I
could not believe my luck that instead of
just a tax preparer I was given a double
responsibility which was a challenge and
stepping stone for me in getting the true
Canadian experience.

Meanwhile I kept on updating and tailoring
my resume and posted it on various job sites
on the internet. I felt hopeless and was very
disheartened having come with such high
hopes, thinking my qualifications will be of
some help to me but I was wrong. No doubt
I was mentally prepared that I will have to
struggle but never expected that to get a
decent job for a start will be so hard.
My solace was my prayers which were
answered one day (3 months after arriving in
Toronto) when a cousin of mine introduced
me to a Call Centre. From December 2003 I
started working there as a telemarketer.
Although I did not quite enjoy that job, yet I
was very thankful for having one as it was
keeping me not only mentally occupied but
a stepping stone to start a working life here.
It was no doubt a good experience for me
but what kept on hurting me most was that
the skills and experiences I had acquired
over the years were being wasted. Every
evening I would sit on the net and apply for
the jobs which I thought I would fit in well
with my credentials and at the same time retailoring my resume in accordance with the
job requirements.

Being a seasonal job, I worked there during
the tax season. In the meantime, I did not
loose my effort in searching for a job in my
field - Banking. During my daily job search
on the internet, one day in March, I came
across an opening in a bank. I seized the
opportunity and immediately applied for it.
In April 2004, I found a condominium and
thought time had come to make the move
once again on my own. I moved into the
new home in May 2004. Having made this
decision without having any regular income
was the biggest financial risk I have ever
taken but I could not miss out on the
opportunity. My imaan was and will always
remain strong and I was sure Allah would
soon reward me for my efforts.

In January 2004, I rented a condominium
and started living on my own managing to
make my ends meet with the earnings. All
was fine. No new job offers came so I
continued with the telemarketing job. In
April I got the news of my father's illness
and he was advised that he could be cured
by surgery which could not be performed in
Kenya and that he should go to either India
or Pakistan. At this time I knew that he
needed me most and I had to take a decision
and put my priorities in order. I cancelled
the lease for my condo, packed my
household belongings, put them into storage
and left Toronto to be with him.

Finally my prayers and efforts were fruitful.
I was called for an interview and underwent
several screening tests after which I was
offered a job with Scotiabank. The irony is
that I had to start from the scratch. Once
again I have taken up this challenge and
pursued this position. I know I have a lot to
offer to my employer and will have to keep
on working hard and prove my self.
I feel very settled sometimes, but surely
miss home very much especially my
Mother. ♦

I returned in August 2004 and had to start
my job search all over again. I was advised
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Submitted By: Nadeem AbdulKader Salyani

L

thought this to be too cumbersome
especially with no option. Nevertheless, it
was always fun to be snow tubing or skating
during the winter; something I had never
experienced before.

ife is not a bed of roses but rather a
process where we get to learn something
new every day. This learning is coupled with
some challenges that we try to overcome
with the best of our efforts. It is these
challenges that build our character and is
known as ‘experience’. This is exactly how I
have felt, having spent four wonderful years
in Canada as an international student.

The first two years at the university
successfully passed by with travel taking its
toll on me. I had begun dreaming of living
on my own in downtown Toronto beginning
the university year in September. Due to
high costs I felt that this was not going to
become a reality. Nevertheless, I put the
proposal forward to my family and was
impressed with my own convincing skills
because they agreed with a condition that I
was to finance my own living expenses. It
took me a few minutes to agree to the deal
as I had the confidence that I could manage,
somehow. After all, when one door closes,
then Allah (SWT) opens another one for his
slaves.

It was the 21st of August when I came to
Canada, the land of opportunities. With all
the confidence in the world, I expected
smooth sailing to successfully complete my
education in Engineering. However, it
wasn’t long before I got to experience my
first shock when I had to travel for about an
hour and a half to get to school. From then
on, I began to have this feeling that this was
not to be the only surprise and sure enough
it wasn’t. On a night out for dinner at a
Chinese restaurant with my uncles’ family, I
started to order the delicious meal only to be
informed that I had to take ‘halaal’ and
‘haraam’ into consideration from now on.
Amazingly, it was just the first week and
already so much of a difference. Fortunately,
I wasn’t very picky about food and in any
case, I was fortunate to have my relatives in
Toronto to guide and advise me through it.

So now this is where it started getting even
more interesting because I had no idea how
to cook and more so, what to cook! I guess I
was too excited of having my own place that
I did not worry much about that. For the first
couple of months, I managed through the
help of my relatives and of course frozen
foods. So much for not being picky, I started
yearning for home cooked food and trust me
I really did. What’s funny is that when at
home in Mombasa its “Ghar ki murgi daal
baraabar” but you tend to appreciate home a
lot more when you live on your own. Yet,
the fact that I had the freedom to do what I
pleased was a much better feeling than the
worry of what I would eat the following day.
On the other hand, the ability to meet up
with our community members for an

At school, I was lucky to be in relatively
small classrooms; an environment that I
enjoyed since high school. Through the
International Student Services program at
Ryerson, I even managed to find my first
friends at school. With time, I also got used
to commuting but it was not until November
when it started getting cold. I personally
enjoyed the cold and the snow but I had to
dress up with three different layers of
clothes in order to come out of the house. I
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informed me of a lady who cooked for
students like my self for a charge of $25 a
week. Quite economical, I thought as I opted
for this deal for the rest of the semester.

occasional game of soccer or cricket
certainly added to the fun.
As far as my financial situation was
concerned, like I said, Allah always helps
His servants. I won a scholarship that year
which helped me pay off my apartment
rental for the winter semester. This allowed
me to concentrate even more on my
education and Alhamdulillah, I managed to
obtain the best results that semester. With
that ended one more year of school and by
that time I got to know my friends better at
school.

With a final project and final exams round
the corner, I decided to concentrate even
more on my studies. I must say it did not
take long for that moment to pass.
Alhamdulillah, here I am today, Nadeem
Salyani, a Bachelor of Engineering giving
you an idea about my time in Toronto,
Canada.
This would not have been possible without
the mercy of the Almighty Allah (SWT) and
of course the support of my relatives, the
community members and my wonderful
friends in Toronto who put in their best
effort of trying to make me feel at home. It
surely has been a memorable time for me; a
time that I will cherish for the rest of my
life.♦

The final year wasn’t all that different with
the exception of having to work at two jobs
in order to have some cash flow for rent and
food. One might wonder why I did not
bother learning how to cook. Let’s just put it
this way; I wasn’t interested in cooking and
I absolutely understand how much it would
have saved me but it just did not work with
me. In any case, I was happy with the way it
was going and it got better when my friend

With Compliments & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT –
CANADA
On Publication of the Third Issue of

An Najm
From
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Contributed By: Sister Nargis Yakub

K

so that they can be self-reliant as they grow older
and raise future generations.

nowledge is the process of piling up facts and it
begins with the discovery of something that we
do not understand. Wonder and curiosity lead to the
desire for seeking knowledge. Ignorance is the
complete opposite and results in a society of narrowminded individuals. Seeking knowledge is like a
journey that cannot be charted on a map, is always
incomplete and never comes to a halt. Right from the
time a baby is born until old age, knowledge is
acquired and accumulated in various ways.
However, the power of knowledge lies not in its
accumulation but rather in its utilization.

KNOWLEDGE AND CAREER
Career choice is probably one of the hardest
decisions a person has to make in his/her life. When
faced with this challenge, we should remember that
this is the phase in life where we get a chance to
wisely apply our knowledge for the betterment of
ourselves, our families, communities, societies, etc.
For some reason, our culture and tradition have
somehow limited our career choices and if you look
around, you will probably find enough doctors,
engineers and business people in our community.
There is certainly no shortage of these professions in
our society. However, in this time and age, plus the
fact that we live in a Western country, perhaps we
should think about having more Muslims venture
into occupations such as in law, media, social and
humanitarian services. These could be the perfect
ways to spread the true knowledge of Islam and
destroy the false impressions that have been
portrayed to the world.

KNOWLEDGE AND ISLAM
Islam is a very simple, peaceful and pure way of life.
Allah (SWT) revealed the Holy Qur’an to Prophet
Muhammad (SAW), who did not know how to read
and write and was not a rich man either. Yet, the
Qur’an is the only book that has been preserved in
its original form with absolutely no changes to the
original Arabic text. It is the best source of
knowledge and the entire religion of Islam is based
on it. So, if a simple, uneducated man in olden times
was chosen by Almighty Allah as His last messenger
to teach and spread Islam, how difficult can it be for
the educated and learned people of today? The
knowledge of the Qur’an gives us the ability to
distinguish between religion and culture, superstition
and reality, and in general, between right and wrong,
good and bad.

KNOWLEDGE AND “CANADIAN EXPERIENCE”
If you were a new immigrant to Canada at some
point in your life, the phrase “Canadian Experience”
must ring a bell in your mind. Didn’t it seem like
every employer was seeking candidates with
“Canadian Experience”? And you must have
wondered how in the world you would acquire this
Canadian Experience if no Canadian employer was
willing to hire you. Well, that is where volunteering
comes into play. It is basically performing a service
or task without expecting monetary compensation in
return. Schools, hospitals, charitable organizations
and businesses usually welcome volunteers in many
different areas of work and the best part is, they do
not ask whether you have had “Canadian
Experience”. Volunteer work is mostly temporary or
takes up only a few hours a week. Ok, so you do not
get paid for the work you do, but think of what you
are gaining from volunteering. First of all, your
resume will have the name of a Canadian

KNOWLEDGE AND EDUCATION
Education is the basis of attaining and accumulating
knowledge. Alhamdulillah, we are very fortunate
that our children have the means and facilities to
attend school and gain basic education. We should
appreciate this and teach our children the same,
because there are thousands of children in many
parts of the world who are forced to work at a very
young age and are deprived of education because
their parents cannot afford to send them to school or
their town is not developed enough to build an
education structure. In this time and age, it is crucial
for every person, male and female, to seek education
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organization on it, secondly, when employers realize
that you have been a volunteer, they immediately get
the impression that you must be a person of good
character and integrity. This is one of the first
qualities that most organizations are currently
seeking in prospective employees. As for you,
depending on where you volunteer, you will of
course learn about various Canadian systems and
blend into the fast-paced Canadian way of life. For
example, if you volunteer in a school, you will get
an idea of the Canadian education system, which
will help you in assisting your child with his/her
homework and other school projects. Last but not
the least, volunteering is a form of charity and to
give charity is part of being a Muslim.

full of highly qualified people and the next
generation promises to be even better. In the past,
we have already been enlightened by an accountant,
a doctor, a pharmacist, a religious scholar and many
others on various different topics. All of these
professionals were none other than our own brothers
and sisters who have voluntarily donated their time,
effort and knowledge for the sake of the Jamat. On
the other hand, it therefore becomes the
responsibility of the members to respect the
knowledge of the speakers and attentively listen to
what they have to share with us. By turning our
backs on the lecture, we are actually letting
ignorance prevail over wisdom and losing the
opportunity of acquiring knowledge.

KNOWLEDGE AND COMMUNITY

Brothers and sisters, our knowledge is like a drop in
a vast ocean and there is still so much out there to
learn. We are currently living in the 21st century in a
fast-paced world where it seems that technology has
made almost anything possible. At the same time,
we must not forget the Power of Almighty Allah and
the knowledge of the Qur’an which should always
be at the forefront of all our ventures and
undertakings.♦

Another wonderful and fun place to acquire
knowledge is at social community events. Take
NMJ-Canada, for example. It is a non-profit
organization and relies mainly on donations. When
we think of donation, the first thing that comes into
mind is money. Of course, money is required for the
Jamat to run efficiently, but donation can also be in
the form of knowledge. Alhamdulillah, our Jamat is

Submitted By: Zainab Yakub

O

ne day my friend told me that people were dying in Kenya from hunger and thirst. So we thought
of what we can do to help them.
Then, I remembered that my Mom had Fiysabilillah coin collection cans at home. So the next day I took
a can to school and asked our teacher, Sr. Asma if we could collect money from everyone and she
agreed.
So, we made a flyer that read, “Drop a coin – you’ll make a difference. You will get Sawab for being
generous. You will get Barakah. Help the needy in the path of Allah and Allah will reward you.”
Alhamdullillah, all the girls and teachers helped. The students put their canteen money in the coin box
to help victims of the drought in Kenya.
Alhamdulilah, we collected good amount of money to send to Kenya.
ALL OF US CAN HELP OUR FELLOW HUMANS IN THE PATH OF ALLAH ♦
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Submitted By: Sister Shazmah Kaderdina

“Your lord has decreed: you shall not serve any but Him, and that you be kind to your parents. If one of
them or both of them attain old age with thee, say not ‘oof’, nor scold them, but speak to them respectfully.
And lower to them the wing of humility in kindness and say: ‘My Lord, have mercy upon them as they did
care for me when I was little’”(17:23-24).

A

Ta’ala with His infinite mercy and generosity
has promised us countless rewards just for
serving, and showing kindness to them, which
we should be doing any way. The Holy Prophet
Salallahu Alaihi Wasalam, has said:
“Service to parents is superior to jihad”.
“Paradise lies under the feet of one’s mother”.
“The best door to Paradise is one’s father.
Either guard it or destroy it”.
“Service to parents is among the noblest acts in
the eyes of Allah Ta’ala”.
“Whoever desires increase in earnings and long
life should be kind and obedient to parents.
Kindness to parents secures forgiveness for
sins”.

lhamdulillah today, by the grace of Allah
Ta’ala, we have the ability to eat, drink,
wear clothes, travel, go to the washroom and
do other simple tasks by ourselves. But there
was a time when we could not do any of these
things. We could not even stand or sit without
help. We were dependant for our very life.
Who were we dependent upon?
Our parents.
Our parents, who fulfilled our every need in
our childhood.
Our parents, who bore all sorts of hardships for
us.
Our parents, who did not think of day or night
as they sacrificed their freedom and comfort
for us.
Our parents who are upset when we are upset,
and happy when they see us happy, always
making sure we are free of worries, trying their
best to protect us from all harm.
Our parents who are truly a gift from Almighty
Allah.

There are, however, also punishments for those
people, who after being showered with all the
great favors of their parents, remain ungrateful
and disrespectful. These people earn the anger
of Almighty Allah, and will also get the worst
punishments in the hereafter. The Holy Prophet
Salallahu Alaihi Wasalam, has said:
“Allah Ta’ala curses the one who displeases his
parents”.
“Gazing with anger at one’s parents is
disobedience to parents”.

As human beings it is our duty to serve our
parents their whole lives in order to try and pay
back all they have done for us, whether we get
anything in return or not. But Almighty Allah
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Alaihi Wasalam), a man from the Bani Salama
came and asked, 'O Messenger of Allah, is
there any goodness I can do towards my
parents after their death?' He (Salallahu Alaihi
Wasalam) replied, 'Yes, by praying for them,
seeking forgiveness for them, fulfilling their
promises, doing kindness to those who may be
related to you through them, and honoring their
friends’".

“Disobedience to parents is among the kabair
(major) sins”.
“The doors of Jahannam are open for the one
who disobeys his parents”.
“The calamity of disobeying parents will be
experienced before death as well as after
death”.
“Neither the fardh nor the nafl Ibaadat is
accepted of a person who is disobedient to his
parents”.

Sa'd ibn 'Ubada (RA) once said to the
Messenger of Allah (Salallahu Alaihi
Wasalam): 'My mother's soul departed
suddenly, and had she been able to speak she
would have given alms. Would it bring benefit
to her if I did it on her behalf?' 'Yes.' he
(Salallahu Alaihi Wasalam) replied. So he dug
a well (for people to take water from) and said:
'this is on behalf of Sa'd's mother'.

The older we grow, the more independent we
get, and the need for our parents lessens. The
older our parents get, the more dependent they
become, and an opportunity to serve them
rises. It is at this stage where horror stories are
often heard of parents discarded at nursing
homes, with little or no visitations from their
children. In some places (where seniors don’t
get benefits), parents are sometimes dependent
for their basic livelihood. While some use this
opportunity to receive the beneficial Duas of
their parents, by treating them with tenderness
and love, others, sadly, sink so low that those
very parents that lovingly held them, when they
were little, are now shamed into begging their
children for their daily needs. The Holy
Prophet Salallahu Alaihi Wasalam once said,
“Soiled be his face, soiled be his face, soiled be
his face, who found his parents, one or both,
approaching old age, but did not enter paradise
(by serving them)”.

The Holy Prophet Salallahu Alaihi Wasalam,
has said, “Parents are either the Hell or the
Heaven of their children. Cultivation of their
pleasure leads to Heaven, while displeasing
them paves the way to Hell”.
He (Salallahu Alaihi Wasalam) has also said,
“He who has pleased his parents, has indeed
pleased his Creator, and he whose parents are
displeased with him, indeed his Creator is
displeased with him”.
May Allah Ta’ala make us the coolness of our
parents’ eyes. May He enable us to fulfill their
rights to the best of our ability, and to be a
source of comfort for them in their graves, after
they
pass
away,
Ameen.♦

After their deaths, in Islam, the rights of
parents do not end. We yet get to honor,
cherish, and benefit them.
Malik ibn Rabi'a al-Sa`idi (RA) said, "Once as
we sat with the Messenger of Allah (Salallahu

Maa baap is jahaan main
sabse bari hai doulat,
Such poochiye tho yeh hain
dono Khuda ki ne’mat.
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Book Review

Author: Muhammad Asad
Reviewed By: Sister Sajida Bagha

M

uhammad Asad was born as Leopold Weiss in July 1900, in the city of Lvov (German Lemberg),
now in Poland, which was then part of the Austrian Empire. Two roads diverged in Berlin in the
1920's: a well-worn one to the West, the other, rarely traveled, to the East. Leopold Weiss, a gifted
young writer, traveler and linguist with a thorough knowledge of the Bible and the Talmud and with
deep roots in European culture, took the road eastward to Makkah. This path led him to discover Islam
in all its beauty. Page after page of the book will enthrall your attention as you will witness the
charismatic writings of a man endowed with deep insight on a truly magnificent journey of discovery!
In The Road to Mecca, published in 1954, Asad offers us nearly 380 vivid pages which revolve around
the only love that captivated him for life: Islam. His story is, he says, "…the story of a European's
discovery of Islam and of his integration within the Muslim community."
He wrote it in response to those of his western colleagues in New York who had been baffled by his
conversion and his identification with the Muslims. A rich story and marvellously told, it covers Asad's
life from his beginnings in Lvov in 1900 to his last desert journey in Arabia in 1932. It covers vast
themes: a journey in space and in spirit, an exploration of vast geographical distances and of the deep
interior recesses of a man's psyche.
The Road to Mecca is also a story of Asad’s travels in the Muslim lands including those of Palestine,
Transjordan, Arabia, North Africa, Turkey and Persia. Some of the Leaders that Asad met were the
Shah of Iran, the Grand Sanusi of the freedom fighters in Libya, Omar Mukhtar and Allama Iqbal. In
Mecca, Asad met King Abdul Aziz ibn Saud, the founder of modern Saudi Arabia and enjoyed a close
friendship with him. Asad spent some six years in the holy cities of Mecca and Madinah, where he
studied Arabic, the Qur'an, the hadith and numerous writings by great men.
Asad's introduction to the Muslim world took place when he visited a turbulent, fearful Middle East in
the wake of the First World War. The power and breadth of the threat that many Muslims perceived as
coming from the West at that time can today hardly be remembered or conceived. For the previous two
centuries, an ascendant Europe had remade the entire map of the Muslim world. Its military, political,
cultural and economic onslaught on the area had extinguished the glory of the Mughals of India and the
Safavids of Persia, broken the back of the once-formidable Ottoman state, and abolished the caliphate.
An important book to help us to realize the place of Islam in the modern world. This is one book that
every Muslim should read. Nay, must read!♦

- 52 -

Submitted By: Zahra Admani – Grade 11 Student

T

here are several well-known ahadith that encourage us towards “grabbing the opportunity for
investing time”. One such hadith is related by Ibn-Abbas; the Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi wa
sallam) said, "Grab five things before five others: your youth before your old age, your health before
your illness, your wealth before your poverty, your leisure before your work, and your life before
your death" [al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak]. This Hadith, like many others, is typically brief, yet
comprehensive and loaded with meaning. It concisely expresses what specialists have presented in
manuscripts. It points out the importance of time and the importance to invest it, together with the
significance of utilizing the power of the youth, stage and leisure time in fruitful good work. It also
warns against five obstacles that prevent proper utilization of time.
The Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi wa sallam) used to call on Muslims to take the initiative to do good
deeds before any obstacles would arise. For instance, he said, "Lose no time to do good deeds before
you are caught up by one of seven calamities awaiting you: a starvation which may impair your
wisdom; a prosperity which may mislead you; an ailment which may damage your health; an old age
which may harm your senses; a sudden death; the Dajjal (Antichrist); or Doomsday, which is indeed
the hardest and most bitter" [at-Tirmidhi, al-Baihaqi].
The above Hadith urges Muslims to be proactive, and not to delay righteous deeds; man's life is not
free from impediments, such as those calamities, which can prevent him from accomplishing what
could have been done earlier. Wise are those who grasp available opportunities before being
handicapped by obstacles.
In one Hadith, the Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi wa sallam) stated, "If one becomes worried, he hurries
up, and if he hurries up, he sooner reaches his destination" [at-Tirmidhi, al-Hakim]. Explaining this
Hadith, Attayyibi says: "The Prophet gave this as an example to illustrate man's journey to a safe
haven in the afterlife. Satan, supported by man's evil desires and wishful thinking, obstructs his way.
If he is fully aware and has kept purity of intention regarding his deeds, he is safe from Satan's
conniving". This example can be true in the case of the person who has set himself targets, and is
worried lest he should encounters barriers before reaching his aims. He therefore, makes a greater
effort in order to accomplish his goals.
The Prophet (sallallahu `alayhi wa sallam) always demanded that work should start early in the
morning. On the authority of Sukhr Al-Ghamidi: "The Prophet said, 'O Allah, bless my nation's early
rising'. If he dispatched an army or a division, he did that early in the morning" [Abu Dawud, Ibn
Hibban]. Sukhr was a merchant who used to do his business early in the morning, and he made good
profit and became rich. In addition, Fatima, the Prophet's daughter, narrated that when he saw her
still lying in bed one morning, he told her, "My daughter, get up and witness your Lord's bounty, and
do not be among the indifferent; Allah distributes daily bread between the break of dawn and
sunrise" [al-Baihaqi].
Therefore, we must always remember that time is precious – every second that is lost, is forever
vanished, and can never be found again. Let us strive to win our battle against the timeless time...♦
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Submitted By: Sister Farheen Bachani
For burns

Apply freely over burns. It cools, removes pain and aids fast, healing without scarring. Apart from
being a salve and antibiotic, bacteria cannot live in honey.

Bed wetting

A teaspoon of honey before bed, aids water retention and calms fears in children.

Sleeplessness

A dessert spoon of honey in a mug of hot milk aids sleep and works wonders!

Hyperactivity

Honey is a mild sedative with minerals, vitamins, amino acids etc. Replace all white sugar with
honey. White sugar is highly stimulating with no food qualities!

Nasal Congestion

Place a dessert spoon of honey in a basin of hot water and inhale fumes after covering your head
with a towel over the basin.

Wounds or Grazes

Cover wound with honey and a bandage.

For Fatigue

Dissolve a desert spoon of honey in warm water or quarter honey balance of water in a jug and
keep in the fridge. Honey is primarily fructose and glucose and so it is quickly absorbed by the
digestive system.

Facial Deep Cleanser

Mix honey with oatmeal approx. 50/50 till thick and apply as a face-pack. Leave on for half an
hour then wash off. Great as a deep cleanser for acne etc.

Poor Digestion

Mix honey with apple cider vinegar approx. 50/50 and dilute to taste with water. This aids
digestion.

Hair Conditioner

Mix honey with equal quantity of Olive Oil and cover head with a warm towel for half an hour then
shampoo off. Feeds hair and scalp. Hair will never look or feel better!

Sore Throats

Let a teaspoon of honey melt in the back of the mouth and trickle down the throat. Eases
inflamed raw tissues.
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For Stress

Honey in water is a stabilizer - calms highs and raises lows. Use approx. 25 percent honey to
water.

Food Preservative

Cakes with honey replacing sugar stay fresher longer due to natural antibiotics. Reduce liquids by
approx. one-fifth to allow for moisture in honey.

Heart Patients

These people are well advised to replace white sugar (sucrose) with honey, natural fructose and
glucose.

Baby's Bottle

Four teaspoons of honey to a baby's bottle of water is an excellent pacifier and multivitamin
additive. If baby's motions are too liquid then reduce by half a teaspoon; if too solid increase by
half a teaspoon.

Teething

Honey rubbed on a baby's gums is a mild sedative and anesthetic.

With Compliments to:

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
On Publication of Third Issue of

AnNajm
From
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Submitted By: Shafreen Shabbir Bagha – Grade 5 Student
teacher, Ms. Walker, who was one of the
chaperones, had some instructions and rules for
us. In our excitement we paid no heed to what
was being said.

The long wait had finally come to an end. It
was in December 2005 when my class was told
that it had been selected by the Principal of the
school to go on a two day camping trip at the
Tim Horton’s camp in February 2006. The
thought of spending two nights out, in February
when winter in Canada is at its peak, made me
overflow with joy.

We finally set off for the camp which was an
hour’s drive. In the coach, we sang songs and
played games and admired the many horses
which we saw on our way. Our chaperones
even joined us and for sometime even the bus
driver could not help, but sing along with us.

As days passed, the excitement increased.
While some of my classmates started preparing
for the trip the very first day, my father used it
to his advantage to get more school work done
out of me. “Shafreen”, he said, “if you want to
make it to this trip then you better start putting
in extra hour of study daily”. I had no choice.

And then we heard the driver announcing,
“Ladies and Gentlemen. Welcome to Tim
Horton’s world of Onondaga Estate”. What he
said next was not heard by me since the
excitement in the coach had now hit its peak.

One week before the trip, I went with my
parents to buy the necessities for the trip. There
was quite a bit of shopping which I did. And
this in no way amused my father.

We entered the camp and drove right up to the
cabin entrance. We disembarked from the bus
and lined up for our luggage. The serenity of
the place brought peace and the breath taking
scenery was beyond description.

Finally the day came. I got up very early in the
morning and woke everybody else in the house.
In my excitement to reach the school early, I
drank my dad’s cup of tea, leaving him to finish
my chocolate milk.

I lugged my heavy bag to my room. Fortunately
my room was on the ground floor. We washed
ourselves, changed our clothes and within
fifteen minutes were assembled in the main
lobby of the cabin to receive further
instructions from our teachers. Having this
done, we then explored the camp.

My dad drove my sister and myself to school.
On reaching there, I quickly rushed over to
where my friends were and not very far off
stood this big blue and brown bus with the
name “TIM HORTONS” written on it in big
letters. The coach stood there waiting to give us
the ride of royalties. I simply could not help
staring at the coach with awe. The funny part
was that it smelt like freshly brewed coffee.
This was some coach!

The camp was in the thick of woods surrounded
by snow all over. However, the pathway was
clear. There were many rabbits and deer
moving around freely. While some of the lakes
were frozen, others were graced by beautiful
swans.
We returned to the cabin just in time for lunch.
There was hot vegetable soup with crackers for
Muslim students, while the rest had chicken
and beef soup. The main meal consisted of

Soon the school bell rang and we all lined up
for our respective classes, but this time none of
us could settle down as we were all fussing
about our luggage and discussing and guessing
how we would be spending our time there. Our
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appreciation to Mr. Gil Hanson, of Tim
Horton’s for sponsoring the trip.
In the afternoon we went to see the art of
pottery. Here we were given the opportunity to
learn how to make pots. I tried my hand at this
and ended up making something that would
remotely resemble a fish. This took quite a bit
of our time.

vegetable curry and rice followed by fudge
pudding and fruit punch as dessert.
After lunch, we went to the farm where we saw
bulls, cows, chicken and rabbits. The smell
from the poultry section was so nauseating that
I vomited twice. We later went back to our
cabins for a nap.

We returned to the cabin for our afternoon tea.
This was followed by some indoor games and
we also rehearsed for the night campfire skit.
These skits were very hilarious. We had some
snacks and then retired to bed.

At night we went to see the Tim Horton
Observatory. Here we were taught about our
universe and the galaxy. I also managed to have
a look at the sky through a gigantic telescope.
The stars appeared so large and bright, and so
close to us. I considered myself very fortunate
to be in that place at that time. At about 10.30
p.m. we called it a day and went to bed. We
were so tired that as soon as our heads hit the
pillow we went to sleep, snoring loudly.

Before going to bed, we were told to pack our
belongings as we were going to return to
Mississauga the following day. As I was
arranging my clothes in my suitcase I kept on
thinking how fortunate I was to have been
given this rare opportunity. There were a lot
that I learnt from this trip. Education and
experience about nature, interacting with
different people, being organized and
responsible are many of the new things that I
learnt. I went to bed feeling very sad, because I
did not know when I would get such an
opportunity again.♦

The next morning, I was slightly late for
breakfast but I still managed to grab a glass of
orange juice and an egg sandwich. I rushed
down to the main hall where others were
waiting to depart for the woods again. I took
many photographs of the deer, the rabbits and
the swans. We visited the green house where
we saw variety of plants. After taking pictures
here we headed back to the cabin for our lunch.
After lunch we wrote a note of thanks and

Submitted By: Shaira Shabbir Bagha – Grade 2 Student

DO YOU WANT A GOOD BRAIN?
THEN DO NOT FORGET TO HAVE YOUR GRAIN
BREAKFAST IS THE MOST IMPORTANT MEAL
SO WITH THAT JUICE OF ORANGE
ALSO TAKE A BOWL OF PORRIDGE
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Submitted By: Ebrahim Mohamed Goralwalla

S

ayyidina Abdullah bin Umar (r.a.) reports that the Prophet (s.a.w.) said that the pardon and forgiveness
of sins for the one who calls for prayer is in proportion to the volume of his voice. All land and sea
creatures will pray for his forgiveness (Ahmad).
Sayyidina Abu Hurairah (r.a.) reports that the Prophet (s.a.w.) said that, Imam is the guarantee and caller to
prayer is the custodian. May Allah (s.w.t.) give right guidance to Imams and forgiveness for caller to
prayer (Abu Dawood).
Sayyidina Muawiya (r.a.) reports that the Prophet (s.a.w.) said that necks of those who call to prayer will be
long on the Day of Judgment (Bukhari, Muslim) - Length of necks means advance in status.
Sayyidina Abdullah bin Umar (r.a.) reports that the Prophet (s.a.w.) said that on the Day of Judgment, three
persons will be sitting on mounds of musk and people on the plain will be envying their exalted position.
The slave who carried out his duties to Allah (s.w.t.) along with his master, the man who led prayer and
those who stood behind were pleased with him and the man for the sake of Allah (s.w.t.) called five times
for prayer (Tirmizi).
Sayyidina Abu Saeed Khudri (r.a.) reports that the Prophet (s.a.w.) said that if people know the reward of
calling to prayer, swords will be drawn for the right to call for prayer (Ahmad).
Sayyidina bin Abbas (r.a.) reports that a man came to the Prophet (s.a.w.) and requested to teach him
something which leads into Paradise. The Prophet (s.a.w.) said - Calling for prayer (Bukhari).♦

Congratulations & Best Wishes to

NASSERPURIA MEMON JAMAT – CANADA
On Publication of the Third Issue of

An Najm
From

FAMILY OF
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Submitted By: Ammarah Kaderdina

O

man refused. The angel reminded him of when he
was poor and sick and Allah (s.w.t) cured him
and gave him a pregnant camel. The man lied and
said he had inherited that from his ancestors. The
angel said if you are lying, may Allah (s.w.t)
make you the way you were before.

nce there were three men, and they had an
illness. Allah sent an angel in the shape of a
human being to them. The angel first went to the
man with leprosy, and asked him what he wanted
most. The man replied, I would like to get cured
from the sickness. So the angel got him cured,
then asked what animal he wanted. He replied, I
would like a camel, and so he got a camel that
was pregnant.

The angel then went to the second man, who used
to be bald. A similar thing happened as the first
man, and the angel said if you are lying, may
Allah make you the way you were before. Then
the angel went to the third man who used to be
blind, and asked him for a goat to finish his
journey. The man said, I was blind and Allah
cured me and gave me all this, you may take
whatever you want. The angel said you may keep
all you have. Allah tested three of you, He is
happy with you and angry with the other two.
(Based on a Hadith).

Then the angel went to the second man, who was
bald and asked the same. The man replied, I
would like to get cured from this sickness, and
want a cow. So he got cured and got a pregnant
cow. Then the angel went to the third man, who
was blind and asked the same, the third man also
wanted to get cured, and wanted a goat, so he too
got cured and got a pregnant goat.
After some time all the three men had become
rich and had lots of animals. The angel came
back in the form of a poor man from Allah (s.w.t)
to test them. He went to the first man and asked if
he could have a camel to finish his journey. The

Moral: We should not lie and be selfish, and we
should be thankful to Allah and share.♦

Submitted By: Tasneem Warwani

K

hadijah (Radhi-allahu-anha) was a great Muslim lady. She was born 15 years before the Prophet
(s.a.w). She was the daughter of Khuwaylid and her mother was Fatimah bint Zaidah.

Khadijah (r.a) was rich. She married the Prophet when she was 40 and he (s.a.w) was 25. She had six
children; two boys and four daughters. Khadijah (r.a) helped the Prophet all the time. She was the first
woman who accepted Islam. She passed away when she was at the age of 65. The angel Jibra’il used to
bring ‘Salam’ for her from Allah. (s.w.t)♦
ACTIVITY:
Fill in the missing words.
1. __________was a great __________lady.
2. She was the daughter of __________.
3. Her mother was __________.
4. She married the Prophet when she was __________and he was __________.
5. She had __________children; __________sons and __________daughters.
6. Khadijah died when she was __________.
7. The angel __________used to bring __________for her from __________.
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Submitted By: Hawa Noorani

M

y grandmother Sherbanu M. H. Noorani was born on 18th, November, 1925, in Mombasa, Kenya.
My granny was from the well known, Macci family.

My granny had four sons and two sweet daughters. However; some of my granny’s kids live in Kenya but,
two of her sweet kids live in Canada. Some of her children are married and have kids of their own, but the
sweet part is they also have grandchildren.
My granny was a very kind hearted person and with great personality by which she was highly respected by
everyone. My granny was always helpful for any assistants required within the community in all aspects
and as a result she was admired and had respect within the family and community.
My granny was very good at stitching and hand embroidery, which she used to design at an excellent level.
I have her collection which she had sent me when I was small and I still have them preserved as
remembrance of my granny.
My grandmother was a wonderful person and it was very unfortunate for me that I did not get to meet her,
to claim my share of love and comfort, since I was born here in Canada. She had seen me when I was three
months old and I returned to Canada when I was seven months old. I used to speak to her on the phone and
she was always giving me her love with the most lovable words, which to date are still protected in my
heart.
My grandmother died on sixth June 2002, when I was six years old. I have seen my friend’s grandmothers
and the love they get, which I miss very much. I always pray to Allah (S.W.T) to grant my grandmother the
best in Janatul Firdose, Ameen. ♦

Submitted By: Fatima Noorani

O

verall, we live in a time when morals are relaxed and people make excuses for their
behaviour. In addition, people defy authority. This has a serious social effect on life. Manners
are important because they keep the society together in a civilized way. Furthermore, good
manners encourage respect and limit people from getting too personal. The significance of this is
that it keeps peace and prevents people from becoming argumentative. If there is a mistake, a good
mannered person will apologize and take responsibility for his or her actions. However, in the
modern world a mistake could end up with a lawsuit and as a result, people in modern society are
less interested in learning manners consequently, people ignore their responsibility. Therefore
people in general, feel less shame. This lack of manners leads to a paradox. On one hand, people in
society interact less with each other. On the other hand, people experience anger at the selfishness
of society in general. In fact, it is they who are participating in a trend that becomes a circle of
ignorance. They cannot break free, feel angry and are unable to see their own responsibilities in a
situation. This is what happens when morals are relaxed and cause people to excuse their
behaviour.♦
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Submitted By: Tayba Hathiyani – Grade 5 Student

A

s a child, I sit and think, “Why are there so many things going on in this world like fighting, and
violence?” I feel that all this matter can get into people’s minds as quick as lightning. Our mothers are
the ones who teach us right from wrong. To me, my mother is like a precious gift. Our mothers went
through all the pain to raise us since we were a new born baby.
I wonder, “Why do people act rudely towards their mother?” I am very happy to have a mother
Alhamdulillah. May Allah forbid, but if our beloved mother passes away, then we would be an orphan.
Who will take care of us? Who will cook for us? Who will always be there for us? There is no one better
than our own mother. We should appreciate all that our mothers do for us, and we should always respect
them no matter what.

I know at times our mothers do get angry – it’s part of human nature! But, my brothers and sisters, we know
about the great love our mothers have for us, and so we should always be kind and help our mothers too.
Have you not heard of the saying that, Jannah lies under the feet of our mothers? In fact, Allah says in the
Qur’an that we should not even say “oof” to our parents, and we should take good care of them even if they
reach old age.
Therefore, we should all try our best to respect our mothers and fathers, being obedient to them at all times.
After all, our mothers are a highly precious gift that no one can afford to lose.♦

THE MAGIC POT
Submitted By: Tayba Hathiyani – Grade 5 Student

Hello my name is Muslim Islam and I live in Nunavut. Tomorrow is Eid and I have nothing to
eat. I am hungry and cold. And would like to celebrate, but don’t have a family.
I found a cave and was really happy. I went inside and found a pot. The pot was long and shiny.
It was made out of gold. I took it and ran straight to where I slept. Once I got there, the pot
started to talk. It said, “I am not a pot. I am magic. I can take you wherever you want.” I said,
“I am hungry and cold and I want to go to home.” “I will lead you there,” said the magic pot. It
zoomed right up to my house. I went to the house and saw my parents. I went to hug them but I
noticed they were not there.
I sat on the beach and started to cry. A family saw me and said” why are you crying.” I said” I
have no one to celebrate Eid with.” They adopted me and I had the best Eid ever. ♦
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Submitted By: Brother Haji Abdulrahim Goralwalla

Lo: The moon is sighted
Ramadan month has started
Mosques are colorfully lighted
The joy is created.
“We fast tomorrow,” says the blithesome Muslim
Starting the “Tarawi Namaz” behind his “Muallim”
Eating and drinking during the day are prohibited in fasting
Control on sense organs is compulsory in fasting.
Fasts are obligatory on every Muslim
They’re hygienic and good for him
The day is spent in meditation
The day is spent in Holy Quran’s recitation.
Five times prayers are performed with satisfaction
Mosques are full with people of different cast
It’s time for the Muslim to end the fast
He’s made “Wuzu” and is ready at last.
Dates, Water, Fruit and “Kahawa” are kept ready
To hear “Muazzin’s” cry he sits steady
With “Bismillah” he ends the fast after
Having heard “Allahu Akber, Allahu Akber”.
The day’s fast has been completed
Almighty God has him complimented.
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Submitted By: Sister Zainab Salyani
Farewell my Friend,
Fare thee well
May this be a way paved
For your fortunes to bloom
For prosperity and health
To wash away all gloom
For happiness and bliss
To wash away all sorrow
Like a gentle, dainty kiss
To make you want tomorrow
O! I shall miss you my Friend
For indeed you are a rare Brand
Who will ride me home at dusk
Without care, without fuss?
Who will share my sorrows
My worries and my joys?
Who will listen to my fears
My anger and my tears?
For this you were a Friend
For many you’ve set a trend
Giving meaning to the word “a friend”
Fare thee well
My friend of the “big heart”
Find room there to forgive all
Who never forgave!
And may this in turn light up
A thousand candles of blessing
In that very “big heart”
Tit for Tat they say
But how much can I repay
To match all the goodness
You’ve so selflessly portrayed?
Adios my Friend !
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Submitted By: Brother Shah-e-Noor Yakub
Who is our God?
He is the One!
The first, and the last,
The giver of life,
And the giver of death
Most exalted is He,
He is the most glorious!
Who is our God?
He is the One!
The mighty creator
And protector of,
The heavens,
And the earth.
Most exalted is He,
He is the most powerful!
Who is our God?
He is the watchful,
Protecting friend,
Who is all knowing,
And all aware.
Most exalted is He,
He is the most strong!
Who is our God?
He is the One!
The everlasting
Guide and light,
To guide mankind
To the right path.
Most exalted is He,
He is the most merciful!
Who is our God?
He is the One!
The Noble,
Compassionate forgiver,
And the patient
Accepter of repentance.
Most exalted is He,
He is the most loving!
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Submitted By: Junaid Warwani
I knelt to pray but not for long,
I had too much to do.
I had to hurry and get to work,
For bills would soon be due.
So I knelt and said a hurried prayer,
And jumped up off my knees.
My Muslim duty was now done,
My soul could rest at ease.
All day long I had no time,
To spread a word of cheer.
No time to speak of Allah to friends,
They'd laugh at me I'd fear.
No time, no time, too much to do,
That was my constant cry,
No time to give to souls in need,
But at last the time, the time to die.
I went before the Lord, I came,
I stood with downcast eyes.
For in his hands God held a book;
It was the book of life.
God looked into his book and said,
Your name I cannot find.
I once was going to write it down...
But never found the time"
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Submitted By: Sister Azba Hathiyani

I am from a country in the East of Africa,
I am from a place where tea is served in a Barica.
I am the exquisite sunset on sandy beaches,
I am the bright moonlit sea breezes.
I am from the desired habitat of fatal diseases,
I am from the coconut adorning palm trees.
I am the hovering trees of baobab and mangoes,
I am the labourer harvesting cassava ‘n’ sweet potatoes.
I am the giraffes walking in pride,
I am the zebra running to hide.
I am the tusks stripped off an elephant,
I am the delicate malnourished infant.
I am from the penniless beggars on the street,
I am from the equator surrounded by intense heat.
I am the massive potholes on the meandering road,
I am the tea, and coffee beans exported abroad.
I am from the jewellery obtained by poaching,
I am from the dangerously driven Matatu approaching.
I am the curious wonderer from Kenya,
I am carefree, no worries, Hakuna Matata !!!
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RAMADAN POEM
By: Tayba Hathiyani – Grade 5 Student
RAMADAN IS HERE RAMADAN IS GOING
A TIME OF WORSHIP
A TIME OF JOY
A TIME TO SEE HOW THE POOR LIVE
A TIME OF SALAH
A TIME OF PEACE
A TIME WHEN WE DO GOOD
A TIME OF WONDER
A TIME WHERE WE FEED THE POOR
A TIME OF GENEROUSITY
A TIME OF SELF COTROL
A TIME WHEN THE MASJIDS ARE FULL
A TIME WHEN THE TV IS OUT
A TIME OF FORGIVENESS
A TIME WHEN THE QURAN WAS REVEALED
A TIME WHEN WE NEVER GIVE UP
A TIME WHEN WE ARE CLOSE TO ALLAH
A TIME WE GET ONCE A YEAR
A TIME WHEN EID IS HERE
A TIME OF CELEBRATIONS !!!

Submitted By: Naema Admani Grade 8 student
Salaah is our armor
That guards from harm and sins,
Salaah is our medicine
That soothes our aching limbs,
Salaah is our vehicle
That carries us through life,
Salaah is our soldier
That fights for good and right,
Salaah is our garment
That covers and conceals,
Salaah is our pillow
That gives us rest and peace,
Salaah is our sustenance
That satisfies our needs.
AND BLESSINGS COME TO EVERYONE WHO LOVE TO PRAY SALAAH.
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Submitted By: Yasin Admani
The Most Selfish One-Letter Word "I"

Avoid It

The Most Satisfying Two-Letter Word "WE"

Use It

The Most Poisonous Three-Letter Word "EGO"

Kill It

The Most Used Four-Letter Word "LOVE"

Value It

The Most Pleasing Five Letter Word "SMILE"

Keep It

The Fastest Spreading Six-Letter Word "RUMOUR"

Ignore It

The Hardest Working Seven Letter Word "SUCCESS"

Achieve It

The Most Enviable Eight-Letter Word "JEALOUSY"

Distance It

The Most Powerful Nine-Letter Word "KNOWLEDGE"

Acquire It

The Most Essential Ten-Letter Word "CONFIDENCE"

Trust It

Contributed By: Sister Halima Abdulrahim Goralwalla
Multiply the number of your brothers by 2
Add 3
Multiply by 5
Add the number of your sisters
Multiply by 10
Add the number of living grand parents
Subtract 150
NOW CHECK YOUR ANSWER
The FIRST digit of your answer should be the number of your brother
The SECOND digit of your answer should be the number of your sisters
The THIRD digit of your answer should be the number of living grandparents
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Submitted By: Sister Zubeidabai Yakub
To avoid odor in the fridge, mesh tangerine rind and add baking soda.
Place in the fridge for the smell to disappear.
Tangerine rind can be used to remove yellow spots from clothes.
Talcum powder can be used to clean mirrors for a sparkling shine.
To clean bathroom tub and sink, use white vinegar.
To pick up small pieces of broken glass use wet paper towel.
Drink pomegranate (Anar Dhana) juice to stop diarrhea.

Contributed by: Sister Zubeidabai Yakub
Ingredients:
Boneless chicken strips
Corn flour
1 Egg, separated
Salt to taste
Oil
Garlic, chopped
Ginger, chopped
Green chilies, chopped

Carrots, cut into thin strips
Cucumber, chopped
Onions, sliced
Green pepper, cut into thin strips
Broccoli, cut into florets
Chilli sauce to taste
Soya sauce to taste
Water

Method:
Mix the chicken with some corn flour and egg white and deep fry in hot oil until golden
brown. Set aside. In a large pan, heat a little oil and fry the garlic, ginger and green chilies for
about a minute. Add the vegetables, sauces and remaining egg and mix well. Stir some corn
flour in half a glass of water and add to the vegetable mixture. Add the fried chicken and mix
well. Serve hot with cooked rice.♦
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Ha!

Ha!

Submitted By: Sister Farheen Bachani

Fishing With Baby Sister
A boy was taking care of his baby sister while his parents went to town shopping. He
decided to go fishing and he had to take her along.
"I'll never do that again!" he told his mother that evening. "I didn't catch a thing!"
"Oh, next time I'm sure she'll be quiet and not scare the fish away," his mother said.
The boy said, "It wasn't that. She ate all the bait."
Kindergarten Rule
On the first day of school, the Kindergarten teacher said, "If anyone has to go to the
bathroom, hold up two fingers." A little voice from the back of the room asked, "How
will that help?"
What Kids Think
A mother and her young son returned from the grocery store and began putting away
the groceries. The boy opened the box of animal crackers and spread them all over the
table. "What are you doing?" his mother asked. "The box says you can't eat them if the
seal is broken," the boy explained. "I'm looking for the seal."
The Phone Call
Several men are in the locker room of a golf club. A cell phone on a bench rings and a
man engages the hands free speaker-function and begins to talk. Everyone else in the
room stops to listen.
MAN: "Hello"
WOMAN: "Honey, it's me. Are you at the club?"
MAN: "Yes"
WOMAN: "I am at the mall now and found this beautiful leather coat. It's only $1,000.
Is it OK if I buy it?"
MAN: "Sure, ...go ahead if you like it that much."
WOMAN: "I also stopped by the Mercedes dealership and saw the new 2003 models. I
saw one I really liked."
MAN: "How much?"
WOMAN: "$60,000"
MAN: "OK, but for that price I want it with all the options."
WOMAN: "Great! Oh, and one more thing....the house we wanted last year is back on the
market. They're asking $950,000."
MAN: "Well, then go ahead and give them an offer, but just offer $900,000."
WOMAN: "OK. I'll see you later! I love you!"
MAN: "Bye, I love you, too."
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The man hangs up. The other men in the locker room are looking at him in astonishment.
Then he asks: "Anyone know who this phone belongs to?"
Pooh Joke
Fanny was praying and playing with her stuffed Pooh Bear at the same time. Mom took
the Pooh away since Fanny was getting distracted. Mom was holding on to Pooh and
smelt something. She asked Fanny, “Did u put Hair Oil on Pooh?” Fanny replied, “Oh
Yeah, It’s about time, He needed a hairdo!!!!
Dinner Time
One day a family of 4 was sitting at a table eating. Daddy was talking to Mummy and
the children kept interrupting him. Finally the Daddy got upset and instead of saying,
“you know what it means when Daddy is talking to Mummy.” He said, “you know what it
means when Daddy is looking at Mummy?” So the youngest child replied, “yeah, it means
he’s staring.”
Learning Our Colours
I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her colors yet, so I decided to test her.
I would point out something and ask what color it was. She would tell me, and always she
was correct. But it was fun for me, so I continued. At last she headed for the door,
saying sagely, "Grandma, I think you should try to figure out some of these yourself!"

Ho!

Ho!

Ho!

Submitted By: Sister Sajida Bagha

I

was relating the story of Musa (a.s) to my little girls, and we were at the very exciting part, ……….
and the Bani Israel crossed the desert until they reached the sea. They could see Firaun and his army
coming in the distance. Musa (a.s) struck the water with his rod and the sea parted and the Bani Israel
went across………., when Fatima interrupted me with a puzzled look on her face, “But Mom why are
they called bunny?”♦

I

t was one of those December vacations where we had all gathered together at my grandmother’s
house in Mombasa and were busy getting ready for a few days at the cottage. After all the hustling
and bustling we were finally at the cottage and luckily no necessities had been forgotten except for a
“Buzi” (what we call a coconut shredder in Canadian English). Now that was not a problem as we
easily popped into a local villagers home nearby and borrowed one. Over the next few days we
slaughtered a goat, played games, made ba-b-ques and swam.
One afternoon when everyone, except for my one cousin, was away on the beach, the villagers
husband came to ask for the “Buzi”. My cousin was unaware that we had borrowed it from him. She
told him that we already slaughtered the “Mbuzi” and ate him. The poor man thought she was making
fun of him and was outraged! There was a big hullaballoo when luckily we returned and after
realizing what had happened, consoled the poor man and returned his “Buzi” back to him.♦
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Submitted By: Sister Farheen Bachani

Rules: Each highlighted 9 square cube has to have numbers from 1 to 9, no
repeats and as well, in the same line, from top to bottom or across from left to
right or vice versa, the numbers should not repeat.

5

9

2

9

3

4

7
8

7

1

1

9

4

5

2
5

9

3

6

9

1

2

8
1

9

7

1

4

Answer
5
8
4
2
7
1
9
6
3

7
9
3
8
6
5
4
2
1

1
2
6
3
4
9
8
5
7

4

9
4
7
9
1
3
6
8
5

8
5
2
6
2
7
1
3
4
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