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A WALK BACK THROUGH
THE PAST
“KURO ZAMAANO HUWO”

All praise and thanks is fruly to Allah (s.w.t)
for bringing us to a point where we are
reflecting on the past, present and future,
for life is a journey, not a destination.

This is a very small attempt on the part of
Nasserpuria Memon Jamat - Canada, to
capture a minuscule slice of our history, our
migrations from the Asian Sub-Continent to
Africa and then the West, our efforts to
hold on to our fraditions, values, culture
and beliefs, and above all, our endurance
and growth despite difficulties and
adversities. It is amazing to note that since
the first Memon migration from Sindh,
wherever there have been Nasserpuria
Memons, there has been a Nasserpuria
Memon Jamat. It shows our determination
to safeguard our identity.

In our journey back to our roots, we have
fraced our steps from Sindh to Canada,
the evolution of our language from Sindhi
to a hybrid version of Cutchi, modifying
some of our elaborate rituals, changing
fashions, our zeal for education, our



evolving menus, and last but not least, the
change from traditional and simple leisure
activities to electronic games. Have we
come a long way or what?

Our journey has been fraught with
difficulties, but our spirit has remained
intact. The structure of the Jamat has
endured despite numerous shortcomings.
Every Jamat has had a leader and various
committees. Together they have organized
it info an institution that acts as a social
service safety net providing cultural,
religious, educational, and social services.
Because we have a Jamat, we have a
heritage and identity that has survived
much change and movement.

As we look into the future, we do not see
an easy path, but going on past history, as
you will see in this book, Memon survival is
not an option, it is fthe only option.
Integration info  the larger  Sunni
Community is important, but equally
important is not losing sight of who we are
and where we came from. These are our
roots and our strength lies in remembering
them. After all, in order to know where you
are headed, you must know where you
came from. What is a tree without ifs
roots?
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